
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 1, 2021

SCRIPTURE
Psalm 147:1-11
1   Praise the Lord!
          How good it is to sing praises to our God;
          for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.
2   The Lord builds up Jerusalem;
          he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
3   He heals the brokenhearted,
          and binds up their wounds.
4   He determines the number of the stars;
          he gives to all of them their names.
5   Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
          his understanding is beyond measure.
6   The Lord lifts up the downtrodden;
          he casts the wicked to the ground.

7   Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving;
          make melody to our God on the lyre.
8   He covers the heavens with clouds,
          prepares rain for the earth,
          makes grass grow on the hills.
9   He gives to the animals their food,
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          and to the young ravens when they cry.
10  His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
          nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner;
11  but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him,
          in those who hope in his steadfast love.

DEVOTIONAL
Brenda Henry ‘17

During the season of Advent, we sing songs proclaiming God’s steadfast love. We sing of the hope and promise of the soon-coming Savior.
Our songs often depict a duality: we remember Jesus’ birth as the promise given to the Israelites of the coming Messiah, while we also keep
in mind that Jesus came and died on the cross, ascended to heaven, and will come again. Thus, we await the second coming with great
anticipation. We live in the tension of now and not yet.

So much of our world seems caught between this tension of how we are to be now while we await the future promise of that world to come
where all will be well. The psalmist points us to this duality by inviting us to praise the God who heals the broken-hearted and binds up the
wounded. The emphasis is on what God is doing now even as we live amid difficulties. The same care that God gives to the animals and to
the plants, God gives to us. God tends to the smallest detail. We are precious in the eyes of God. 

The psalmist reminds us that the faithful response is to continually praise God. Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving, we are told. And so we do.
Assured that God’s delight in us is not for our strength or might, but for our hope in God’s steadfast love. And so we sing:

Creator of the stars of night,
Your people’s everlasting light
O Christ, redeemer of us all
We pray you hear us when we call

When this old world drew on toward night,
You came; but not in splendor bright
Not as a monarch, but the child
Of Mary blessed mother child

At your great name, O Jesus, now
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow
All things on earth with one accord
Like those in heav’n shall call you Lord

Come in your holy might we pray
Redeem us for eternal day
Defend us while we dwell below
From all assaults of our dread foe

To God the Father, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might and glory be
From age to age eternally. 

Amen.

(from “Creator of the Stars of Night”)

What is your favorite Advent song?  How does it draw you closer to God’s presence?

PRAYER
Loving Creator God, how wonderful it is to sing praises to you. You came as a child, walked this earth in human form, and died to redeem
us, all out of love for us—your creation. As we await your return, help us to do as you did and care for the wounded and broken-hearted,
share food with the hungry, and be good stewards of your creation. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARYABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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Graduate Certificate in Adaptive and Innovative Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate (non-degree)
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Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTYFACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTSEVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.
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Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!
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Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also
one for you!
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