
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL APRIL 8, 2022

SCRIPTURE
Psalm 130
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD.
2 Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my supplications!

3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
4 But there is forgiveness with you,
so that you may be revered.

5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
and in his word I hope;
6 my soul waits for the Lord
more than those who watch for the morning,
more than those who watch for the morning.

7 O Israel, hope in the LORD!
For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is great power to redeem.
8 It is he who will redeem Israel
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from all its iniquities.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Annie Parker ’13

Waiting—let alone being patient as we wait—does not come easily to most of us. And so much in life requires waiting. There is trivial
waiting that pops up in our day-to-day living: waiting in line at the store, waiting to pick up a loved one from the airport, waiting for that
present you ordered online to arrive. But there is another kind of waiting, a much more difficult kind that is hard to live through. It’s a soul-
wrenching, heart-weakening kind of waiting, like waiting for a diagnosis after a medical test, waiting to hear how a loved one’s surgery went,
or waiting for a phone call from a family member we can’t seem to reach.

This kind of waiting is full of questions: how long will it take, what will the answer be, is it a worst-case scenario, will I survive? This is the kind
of waiting we dread, filled with the questions we hope we’ll never have to ask.

Lent is a season of waiting. It is a season of watching for God, looking for what God is doing and waiting on God’s kingdom. And it’s not the
mundane, “when is this going to be done so I can move on to the next task?” kind of waiting. No, it’s that soul-longing kind of waiting. We wait
with more questions for God than answers. We wait and wonder: could God be angry with us, could God have forgotten us? We wait and,
with all creation, we groan from the pain brought on by the brokenness of our world. We wait and ask, can God remedy this broken and lost
world?

We wait.

And while we still have pain and unanswered questions, we trust in God. We remember the promises God has made to us, and we
remember that our God never breaks a promise. We have hope in God, who is a mighty redeemer. Lent reminds us that we must wait. Part
of that waiting is joyful, as we look with great anticipation to see what God will do and watch to see God’s kingdom in our world. Part of that
waiting is hard, as we still experience the pain of a broken world. But through all the struggles and triumphs, we do not wait in vain, for our
God brings redemption for all of creation. 

PRAYER
God, in this season of waiting, grant us peace in our hearts. Grant us hope that all our questions will be answered and all creation will be
redeemed. Wait with us, as we are impatient and long to know the ending. Remind us of your many promises and your steadfast love for us
always. Amen.
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Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTYFACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTSEVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.
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Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTSSTAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also
one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Phone: 412-362-5610
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