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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 27, 2020
SCRIPTURE

PSALM 130
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD.
2 Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my supplications!

3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
4 But there is forgiveness with you,
so that you may be revered.

5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
and in his word I hope;
6 my soul waits for the Lord
more than those who watch for the morning,
more than those who watch for the morning.

7 O Israel, hope in the LORD!
For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is great power to redeem.
8 It is he who will redeem Israel
from all its iniquities.

DEVOTIONAL
Bishop Leon D. Pamphile ’74, Academia (2008)

“Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem” (v. 7). In the
depth of our being lies a natural craving for certainty. We wish to be sure of the successful outcome of our plans and the
ultimate fulfillment of our dreams. We aim to exercise firm control over our lives. Certainty matters for our security as well. Yet
our world is manifestly marked by the brutal reality of uncertainties. We cannot rely on our leaders, who too often fail to keep
their promises, or on our institutions, which, though they try, cannot offer a foolproof warranty for our safety. In the midst of
disappointments and failures, we too often slip in this land of worry and anxiety.

It is reassuring to know that our utter state of disillusionment finds satisfaction in God. The psalmist bids us place our hope
unreservedly in the Lord. His recommendation stems from his personal experience with God’s unfailing love. While
everything fails around us, we find certainty in his steadfast, unfailing love and his great power to redeem us fully. His loving
care from day to day brings reassurance of his abiding presence.

We, like the psalmist, can also find peace of mind in God, who does not keep a record of sins, who hears deep cries for
mercy. We can rely on Christ’s promise to nurture our peace: “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:28-30). What a relief to know Christ as a
reliable and faithful burden-bearer. Let us learn to lean on him all the days of our lives.

PRAYER
Lord, we confess our limitations and shortcomings in all areas of our lives. We too often worry about our future instead of
relying on your compassions, which never fail. We humbly invite you to open our eyes to the provisions of grace and mercy
available to us in our daily struggles. Please help our unbelief, so that we can find hope in your unfailing love and trust in
your grace for full redemption. Be attentive to our cry for mercy, we pray. Amen.
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