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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 25, 2020

SCRIPTURE

PSALM 147:1-11

1 Praise the Lord!

How good it is to sing praises to our God;
for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.
2 The Lord builds up Jerusalem,

he gathers the outcasts of Israel.

3 He heals the brokenhearted,

and binds up their wounds.

4 He determines the number of the stars;
he gives to all of them their names.

5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
his understanding is beyond measure.

6 The Lord lifts up the downtrodden;

he casts the wicked to the ground.

7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving;

make melody to our God on the lyre.

8 He covers the heavens with clouds,

prepares rain for the earth,

makes grass grow on the hills.

9 He gives to the animals their food,

and to the young ravens when they cry.

10 His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner;

11 but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Dr. Carolyn J. Jones '77/’89, Pastoral Ministry (2005)

Reading Psalm 147 seems a bit like preparing for or listening to the pastoral prayer offered during corporate worship. The
prayer is directed to God, but it needs to “connect” with the people. So great is God’s power, so broad the range of the
Creator’s care and activity, that anyone who is paying attention will almost inevitably be moved to be generous with praise.
Since time doesn’t ordinarily allow for exhaustive lists to be spoken aloud, the one who prays and praises can be tempted to
yield to what English teachers used to critique as “glittering generalities.” So some specifics need to be cited.

Here the psalmist deals with this dilemma by identifying in particular a number of ways in which God’s goodness is made
known. The One who is the great God of Israel also cares for outcasts and the brokenhearted. The God of Creation not only
counts and names the stars in the heavens, but also makes the rain fall and the grass grow and sees to it that each bird and
animal is fed. In all these ways—and countless others—God is simply being God. But according to the Psalmist, a kind of
divine delight is generated when people such as we are moved to love and honor God with our praise.

How will we give God pleasure today?

PRAYER

Following the example of the psalmist, offer your own song of praise, giving thanks for something remarkable in the created
order that amazes, pleases, or surprises you; committing to God’s care at least one brokenhearted or downtrodden individual
or group; expressing gratitude for a plant or animal that enriches your life; and acknowledging one particular way in which
you have experienced God’s love. Praise the Lord! Amen.
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Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
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