
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL MARCH 23, 2022

SCRIPTURE
Psalm 147:1-11
1 Praise the Lord!
How good it is to sing praises to our God;
for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.
2 The Lord builds up Jerusalem;
he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
3 He heals the brokenhearted,
and binds up their wounds.
4 He determines the number of the stars;
he gives to all of them their names.
5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
his understanding is beyond measure.
6 The Lord lifts up the downtrodden;
he casts the wicked to the ground.

7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving;
make melody to our God on the lyre.
8 He covers the heavens with clouds,
prepares rain for the earth,
makes grass grow on the hills.
9 He gives to the animals their food,
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and to the young ravens when they cry.
10 His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner;
11 but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love.

DEVOTIONAL
Luke Hillier, MDiv Student

In full transparency, this was originally, mistakenly, written as a devotional for Advent. Returning to it now with Lent in mind, I wonder what
distinguishes these two liturgical seasons. I am reminded that Advent is a time of preparation; Lent a time of penance. In Advent, we await
Christ’s birth among us; in Lent, we anticipate Christ’s death and resurrection. Both are also seasons of wandering and wondering. And
what wisdom of the Church, what mercy of God, to realize we’re likely to find ourselves lost in the wilderness more than once each year. 

The Scriptures of Lent express the ways our lives groan under the weight of sin, both our own and other’s. Reading through the first stanza of
today’s psalm, we see a picture of that sort of Lenten faith. The psalmist wakes up with a worn-down sigh, crying out to God with prayer and
pleading before committing to the seemingly endless watch (147:1-3).

What are they watching for? Some sign that evil has been cast aside from sojourning with the God who has heard them (147:4). Some way
to make penance, to be led into the way of righteousness they’ve strayed from (147:8). Some assurance that their afflicters will be made to
bear their guilt, held responsibility for their rebellion against God (147:10). Again and again, the psalmist cries out with the language of
lament. However, as is typically the case with a psalmist’s lament, it also moves toward praise. “But let all who take refuge in you rejoice,”
they say, “let them ever sing for joy.” Even amidst the constant longings of Lent, there is also, still, reason for sounding joy.

PRAYER
God of Lent, who hears our cries as we watch and wait,
Cast aside the evil within us and within our world.
Lead us into righteousness, and under your refuge,
Lead us into joyful songs of praise.
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World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations
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In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTSEVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.
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Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTSSTAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also
one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
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