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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 22, 2020
SCRIPTURE

ROMANS 8:11-25
11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to
live according to the flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds
of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 18 I consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the children of God; 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23 and not only
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is
seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

DEVOTIONAL
Robert Benedetto ’77, Academia (2013)

Lamia Al-Gailani Werr, Iraq’s first female archaeologist and a curator at the National Museum of Iraq, died last year at the
age of 80. Her expertise was Mesopotamian cylinder seals, and she curated a collection of 7,000, along with other priceless
artifacts. The museum’s collections documented 7,000 years of human history, including the Sumerian, Babylonian, and
Assyrian civilizations. After the U.S. military invaded Iraq in 2003, the Iraq Museum was looted, and everything was lost.

The cultural catastrophe continued between 2014 and 2015, when the Islamist group Isis plundered or destroyed at least 28
religious buildings in Iraq and Syria, including tombs, mosques, and shrines. Two such buildings were the traditional tombs of
the biblical prophet Jonah in Nineveh, just outside Mosul, and the façade of the Roman theatre in the city of Palmyra.

For those who care about the origins of human civilization, the ancient Near East, and the Bible, the past two decades have
been years of unprecedented cultural loss. When the Iraq Museum reopened in 2015, only one-third of its estimated 15,000
pieces had been recovered.

This great cultural “dying” of the last two decades has been accompanied by a corresponding “dying” of the natural world.
Romans 8 reminds us that “the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth” (v. 22). In our time, we
might understand this earthly “groaning” in the context of climate change, a force affecting planet earth with significant
implications for civilization as we know it. The “groaning” comes in many forms: melting glaciers and rising seas, more
frequent and deadlier floods, fires, storms, heatwaves, droughts, hurricanes. Air pollution, crop failure, water scarcity,
reduced biodiversity. It all seems so apocalyptic. And yet . . . “in hope we were saved,” and “we ourselves . . . have the first
fruits of the Spirit.”

PRAYER
In times such as these, O God, we wait in Lenten apprehension and hope, longing for the preservation of humanity, the
restoration of your creation, and the redemption of both through the sustaining and transforming presence of your Holy Spirit
in our hearts and in our world. We “groan inwardly” as we wait for our full and complete adoption as sons and daughters of
your Kingdom and for the New Creation you have promised. Amen.
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