
LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 8, 2025

SCRIPTURE

JOHN 1:43-51

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses
in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of
him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You
are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see
greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
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The Rev. Tara Woodard-Lehman ’03

Today’s passage opens with Jesus inviting Philip to “Follow me.” Philip, in turn, finds his friend Nathanael and tells him
about “the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.”

At first, Nathanael is skeptical and asks, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Philip seems to brush off Nathanael’s
low view of Nazareth and responds, “Come and see.”

Philip doesn’t clapback or correct Nathanael. He doesn’t bombard him with information, bludgeon him with facts, or blame
him for doubting. He refrains from heated debate and soaring rhetoric. Philip doesn’t seek to proselytize or persuade.
Instead, Philip simply invites Nathanael to “Come and see.”

But before Nathanael has a chance to see Jesus, Jesus sees him. Jesus declares, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is
no deceit.” Here, Jesus sees with a kind of holy double-vision. It’s not merely sight. It’s also insight. Jesus doesn’t just look at
Nathanael; he understands him. Once he is seen and known, the once-skeptic declares, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God;
you are the King of Israel.”

Today’s gospel reminds us of whom we follow: a savior who sees us fully, knows us deeply, and loves us beyond what we
can imagine. Because of Christ’s immense love for us, we are encouraged to invite others to simply “come and see” for
themselves.

PRAYER
God of Grace,

Thank you for seeing and understanding us. Lend us clarity and vision as we seek to follow Jesus these Lenten days. Show
us how to serve our neighbors in a way that makes them feel seen, known, and deeply loved. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.
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EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Faith Forming Families Network, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute,
and World Mission Initiative. Alums, there's also one for you!
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616 North Highland Avenue
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