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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL FEBRUARY 29, 2020
SCRIPTURE

EZEKIEL 39:21-29
21 I will display my glory among the nations; and all the nations shall see my judgment that I have executed, and my hand
that I have laid on them. 22 The house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their God, from that day forward. 23 And the
nations shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for their iniquity, because they dealt treacherously with me. So I
hid my face from them and gave them into the hand of their adversaries, and they all fell by the sword. 24 I dealt with them
according to their uncleanness and their transgressions, and hid my face from them. 25 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:
Now I will restore the fortunes of Jacob, and have mercy on the whole house of Israel; and I will be jealous for my holy
name. 26 They shall forget their shame, and all the treachery they have practiced against me, when they live securely in
their land with no one to make them afraid, 27 when I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them from their
enemies' lands, and through them have displayed my holiness in the sight of many nations. 28 Then they shall know that I
am the LORD their God because I sent them into exile among the nations, and then gathered them into their own land. I will
leave none of them behind; 29 and I will never again hide my face from them, when I pour out my spirit upon the house of
Israel, says the Lord GOD.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Lisa Dormire ’86, Specialized Ministry (2006)

There is an old Chinese proverb that says, “May you live in interesting times.” Certainly we are living in interesting times.
There are other words that we might also use . . . difficult, sad, confusing, overwhelming. The people of Israel in this
passage from Ezekiel were also living in “interesting times.”

Sin. Exile. God’s face hidden from them. Perhaps like we do, they found it hard to get out of bed in the morning. Perhaps like
we do, they wondered how to live faithfully in their “interesting times.”

Nevertheless, a word came to them from God in the midst of such times: “I will have compassion. I will forgive. I will gather
them back. I will show them my face once again. I will pour out my Spirit upon them.”

Anne Lamott blogs, “. . . the world has always been this way, people have always been this way, grace always bats last, it
just does—and finally, when all is said and done, and the dust settles, which it does, Love is sovereign here” (Facebook
post, July 15, 2016). Alleluia.

PRAYER
Holy God, on this Lenten journey we feel at times as though your face is hidden from us. Speak love to us. Gather us back.
Show us your face. Remind us that your love carries us, no matter how “interesting” the times in which we are living. Amen.

LENT DEVOTIONAL FEBRUARY 29, 2020

SCRIPTURE
Ezekiel 39:21-29
21 I will display my glory among the nations; and all the nations shall see my judgment that I have executed, and my hand that I have laid on
them. 22 The house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their God, from that day forward. 23 And the nations shall know that the house of
Israel went into captivity for their iniquity, because they dealt treacherously with me. So I hid my face from them and gave them into the hand
of their adversaries, and they all fell by the sword. 24 I dealt with them according to their uncleanness and their transgressions, and hid my
face from them. 25 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Now I will restore the fortunes of Jacob, and have mercy on the whole house of Israel;
and I will be jealous for my holy name. 26 They shall forget their shame, and all the treachery they have practiced against me, when they live
securely in their land with no one to make them afraid, 27 when I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them from their
enemies' lands, and through them have displayed my holiness in the sight of many nations. 28 Then they shall know that I am the LORD their
God because I sent them into exile among the nations, and then gathered them into their own land. I will leave none of them behind; 29 and I
will never again hide my face from them, when I pour out my spirit upon the house of Israel, says the Lord GOD.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Lisa Dormire ’86, Specialized Ministry (2006)

There is an old Chinese proverb that says, “May you live in interesting times.” Certainly we are living in interesting times. There are other



words that we might also use . . . difficult, sad, confusing, overwhelming. The people of Israel in this passage from Ezekiel were also living in
“interesting times.”

Sin. Exile. God’s face hidden from them. Perhaps like we do, they found it hard to get out of bed in the morning. Perhaps like we do, they
wondered how to live faithfully in their “interesting times.”

Nevertheless, a word came to them from God in the midst of such times: “I will have compassion. I will forgive. I will gather them back. I will
show them my face once again. I will pour out my Spirit upon them.”

Anne Lamott blogs, “. . . the world has always been this way, people have always been this way, grace always bats last, it just does—and
finally, when all is said and done, and the dust settles, which it does, Love is sovereign here” (Facebook post, July 15, 2016). Alleluia.

PRAYER
Holy God, on this Lenten journey we feel at times as though your face is hidden from us. Speak love to us. Gather us back. Show us your
face. Remind us that your love carries us, no matter how “interesting” the times in which we are living. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

https://www.pts.edu/Master-s-Degrees
https://www.pts.edu/doctor-of-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/Non-Degree_Students
https://www.pts.edu/CPandR
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-missional-leadership
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-theological-studies
https://www.pts.edu/urban-certificate
https://www.pts.edu/SFC-Certificate-Program
https://www.pts.edu/Church_Planting_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/continuing-education
https://www.pts.edu/Museum
https://www.pts.edu/syi
https://www.pts.edu/metrourban
https://www.pts.edu/World_Mission_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/Zeitah_Excavations
https://www.pts.edu/Faculty
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php


VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!
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