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The last 50 years have seen sweeping changes in technology, international travel, communication, and culture that have profoundly impacted how American Christians and their local
congregations and parishes engage in God’s mission. In the decades leading up to the 1960s, denominational and mission agency executives conceptualized mission, assessed and prioritized
needs, and made most of the decisions in the allocation of personnel and funds, which represented the primary participation in God’s mission of millions of U.S. Christians.

Today, nearly two million American Christians annually engage in short-term mission trips and the vast majority of mission decisions are made by congregational mission leaders—mission
pastors and directors, mission committee chairs and members, youth pastors and leaders, women’s organization leaders, volunteers, and all those who work to engage a local congregation in
God’s mission, both local and global.

ABOUT THE GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN MISSIONAL LEADERSHIP
The Certificate in Missional Leadership is offered through the Seminary's World Mission Initiative as a hybrid program (primarily online, but with two required on-campus elements). Students receive
broad preparation in mission theology, intercultural communication and conflict resolution, short-term mission trip leadership and are therefore equipped for leadership in both global and local contexts.

Who is a congregational mission leader? A member of a congregation’s mission committee, a leader on the board of deacons, a youth or women’s group leader, a mission pastor or mission director—
anyone who seeks to be better equipped for the task of leading their congregation more deeply into the mission of God in their neighborhood or around the globe.
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Hunter Farrell, senior teaching fellow for the Seminary's World Mission Initiative, details the Graduate Certificate in
Missional Leadership. Join us!

COMPLETING THE CERTIFICATE IN MISSIONAL LEADERSHIP
To respond to the urgent needs of congregations and institutions seeking missional engagement, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary offers a 16-month graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership. This flexible
certificate program easily fits students’ busy schedules and combines online instruction, mentoring, and an in-person intensive to effectively equip mission leaders. Students will take one class per semester
and be able to participate in a 10-day intercultural trip. 

Generous need-based and merit aid are available for those who qualify. 

Missional Leadership certificate grads may elect to later complete the Seminary’s Master of Divinity or Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies degree program.

APPLYING TO THE CERTIFICATE IN MISSIONAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
Students interested in this certificate program must complete Pittsburgh Theological Seminary’s standard application for admission process.

LEARN MORE ABOUT PITTSBURGH SEMINARY’S GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN MISSIONAL LEADERSHIP
The Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership provides congregational mission leaders—the lay and clergy responsible for leading their congregations in local and global mission—with the tools, best
practices, and space for prayerful reflection they need to reshape their people’s participation in the mission of God.

Return to the World Mission Initiative page.

Return to the Certificates page.

REQUEST INFORMATION

16
MONTHS

4
COURSES

REQUIREMENTS
Four courses

Three online courses: Introduction to Missional Leadership, Leading Congregations in Mission, and an elective chosen by the student, and;

One intensive course: Intercultural/Experiential Learning which provides experiential training in short-term mission trip leadership and requires six days in Pittsburgh, in addition to
participation in one of the domestic or global mission trips organized by the Seminary in the January Term

12 monthly online cohort gatherings

On-campus Gathering Retreat for cohort community-building and introduction to program pedagogy
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Please Select

SUBMIT
* required

* First Name

Preferred Name

* Last Name

* Address

* City, State, Zip

* Phone

* E-mail

* Program of Interest

Masters Program of Interest:
 Master of Divinity

 Master of Divinity Emphasis in Forming New Faith Communities

 Master of Theological Studies

 Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies

 Masters Degree with Urban Ministry Certificate

 Joint Degree (Social Work)

 Joint Degree (Law)

 Non-Degree

Certificate Program of Interest:
 Graduate Certificate in Adaptive and Innovative Ministry

 Graduate Certificate in Ministry

 Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

 Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

 Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Doctor of Ministry Program of Interest:
 Bridging Divides: In Church, Community, and Country

 Christian Spirituality Focus

 Creative Writing and Public Theology Focus

 Eastern Christian Focus

 Intergenerational Black Church Studies Focus

 Missional Leadership Focus

 Reformed Focus with University of Edinburgh (Scotland) Focus

 Risking Faithfully Focus

Desired Year:
 2025

 2026

 2027

 Undecided

Desired Semester:
 Fall

 Spring

 Summer

 Winter

 Undecided

Desired Modality:
 Weekly Online Courses with In-person Gatherings at PTS (4/year)

 Mostly In-Person Courses

I wish to opt-out from receiving texting updates from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. Outreach will be limited to vital information from the seminary and personal
updates as needed.

 Opt-Out



Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Phone: 412-362-5610
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