Advent Devotional December 20, 2024
Weekly theme: Joy

Scripture
Luke 1:5-25

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly
order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were
righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord.
7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.

8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 9 he was chosen by lot,
according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10 Now
at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11 Then there
appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When
Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said to him, "Do not be
afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will
name him John. 14 You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be
great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be
filled with the Holy Spirit. 16 He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 With the
spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." 18 Zechariah
said to the angel, "How will | know that this is so? For | am an old man, and my wife is getting on in
years." 19 The angel replied, "I am Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God, and | have been sent to speak
to you and to bring you this good news. 20 But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be
fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur."

21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. 22
When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the
sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. 23 When his time of service was
ended, he went to his home.

24 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She said,
25 "This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace |
have endured among my people."

Devotion
The Rev. Timothy Goodman ’11
Silence can be a holy gift.

Obviously, not every form of silence is good, gracious, or godly. A silent response to prayer can be
difficult to weather, for example. In our most honest moments, we will likely admit we are afraid of
silence for what it might reveal about ourselves and reality. However, there are times when silence is
not only needed but required of us in the wake of something good, beautiful, and true. For Zechariah,
he needed silence after the angel Gabriel told him that his wife Elizabeth would finally conceive a son
who would operate in the spirit of a revivalist. He needed silence because of his unbelief. It is easy to
imagine that Zechariah had a way with words as a trained priest of Israel. Yet, Zechariah’s words were
getting in the way of a faith that held onto God’s Word. So, God in wisdom and mercy brought Zechariah



into a season of silence until John the Baptist was born. Then, Zechariah’s silence broke into praise and
faith by grace. What would it look like for us to enter moments and spaces of silence as we wait upon
and hope again in the Son of God, the Word made flesh?

Prayer

May the Trinity, who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, teach, strengthen, and change us as we enter the
holy gift of silence.



