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What did you notice about the different versions of this 
verse? Why do you think the changes were made? Is there 
anything you would change? 
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What did you notice about the different versions of this 
verse? Why do you think the changes were made? Is there 
anything you would change? 
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14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the 
young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall 
name him Immanuel.  
 

20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear 
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.’ 22All this took place to fulfil what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
   and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 
which means, ‘God is with us.’  
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What did you notice about the different versions of this 
verse? This verse is one of the most consistent throughout 
the various versions of the hymn. Why do you think that is? 
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Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews.2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no 
one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence 
of God.’ 3Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one 
can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.’ 4Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born 
after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into 
the mother’s womb and be born?’ 5Jesus answered, ‘Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
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What did you notice about this verse? This verse is typically 
left out of newer hymnals, and Whitefield only used one of 
Wesley’s stanzas. Why do you think that is? 
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14The LORD God said to the serpent, 
‘Because you have done this, 
   cursed are you among all animals 
   and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
   and dust you shall eat 
   all the days of your life.  
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
   and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, 
   and you will strike his heel.’ 

6For thus says the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little while, 
I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the 
dry land; 7and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure 
of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house with 
splendour, says the LORD of hosts. 8The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, says the LORD of hosts. 9The latter splendour of 
this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of 
hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, says the LORD of 
hosts.
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What did you notice about this verse? Like verse 4, this verse 
is typically left out of newer hymnals, and Whitefield only 
used one of Wesley’s stanzas. Why do you think that is? 
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21For since death came through a human being, the 
resurrection of the dead has also come through a human 
being; 22for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in 
Christ. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, 
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes 
the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, 
after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and 
power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
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