
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary remembers Robert “Bob” T. Harper, former chairman

of the Board of Directors, who died Feb. 27, 2012 following his battle with cancer. 

“Bob served faithfully on the PTS Board of Directors from 1996 through 2007. For five of those years, 2001 to 2006, he
served with enthusiasm, humor, and decisiveness as Chair of the Board. He was a good friend and colleague in ministry who
will certainly be missed by many both here and around the country,” said the Rev. Dr. William J. Carl III, president and
professor of homiletics.

Harper was an attorney with Klett Rooney Lieber & Schorling when it merged with Buchanan Ingersoll in 2006. At Klett
Rooney, he served on the firm’s board of directors, was vice president of administration, co-chairman of the firm’s Corporate
practice group, and chairman of its Health Law practice group. Upon joining Buchanan, he served as co-chair of the Health
Care Section. 

He was listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Corporate Law and Health Law listed for 17 consecutive years. Harper
frequently spoke for the American Bar Association, the National Institute on Mergers and Acquisitions, and the Pennsylvania
Bar Institute on corporate law matters, including business acquisitions and takeovers, and a variety of health care matters.
Since 2006, he was consistently selected to the Pennsylvania Super Lawyers list.

In 2010, Harper was named “Pittsburgh Health Care Lawyer of the Year” by Best Lawyers, and in 2012 the publication
named him “Pittsburgh Corporate Lawyer of the Year.” Robert earned his juris doctorate in 1979 from Duke University, the
same school from which he graduated summa cum laude three years previous. He was a former trustee, past president of
the Duke University Alumni Society and past chair of the Duke University Libraries. In 1998, Harper became an adjunct
professor of law at the University of Pittsburgh, and later joined the school's the board of visitors.

An active church member, he served the Westminster Presbyterian Church in Upper St. Clair, Pa., as legal counsel and clerk
of session.

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is a graduate professional institution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A). Founded in 1794,
the Seminary is located in Pittsburgh, Pa. and approximately 310 students are enrolled yearly in the degree programs. The
Seminary prepares leaders who proclaim with great joy God’s message of good news in both word and deed. PTS is rooted
in the Reformed history of faithfulness to Scripture and commitment to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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