
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary professor Dale C. Allison Jr., the Errett M. Grable

Professor of New Testament Exegesis and Early Christianity, has released his newest book, Constructing Jesus: Memory,
Imagination, and History (Baker Academic, 2010). 

What did Jesus think of himself? How did he face death? What were his expectations of the future? And can we answer
questions like these on the basis of the Gospels? In Constructing Jesus, internationally renowned Jesus scholar Allison
addresses such perennially fascinating questions about Jesus.

Presenting the fruit of several decades of research, Allison contends that the standard criteria most scholars have employed
and continue to employ for constructing the historical Jesus are of little value. His pioneering alternative applies recent
findings from cognitive science about human memory to our reading of the Gospels in order to “construct Jesus” more
soundly.

Allison has been on the faculty of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary since 1997. Before then he served on the faculties of
Texas Christian University (Fort Worth, Texas) and Friends University (Wichita, Kan.). His areas of expertise include Second
Temple Judaism, and he is the author of books on early Christian eschatology, the Gospel of Matthew, the so-called Sayings
Source or Q, and the historical Jesus.

He has also written The Luminous Dusk, a book on religious experience in the modern world, and a full-length commentary
on the Testament of Abraham. His most recently published works are The Love There That’s Sleeping: The Art and
Spirituality of George Harrison and The Historical Christ and the Theological Jesus. He is currently at work on a full-length
commentary on the Epistle of James. He is married to Kristine Allison and they have three children.

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is a graduate professional institution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A). Founded in 1794,
the Seminary is located in Pittsburgh, Pa. and approximately 320 students are enrolled yearly in the degree programs. The
Seminary prepares leaders who proclaim with great joy God’s message of good news in both word and deed. PTS is rooted
in the Reformed history of faithfulness to Scripture and commitment to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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