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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 25, 2022

SCRIPTURE

JOHN 3:31-36

31 The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly
things. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his
testimony. 33 Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is true. 34 He whom God has sent speaks the
words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed all things in his

hands. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see life but must endure God'’s
wrath.

DEVOTION
The Rev. Balajiedlang (Bala) Khyllep, Associate Director of PTS World Mission Initiative

Are you confused yet? If you are like me, you find John’s Gospel in so many ways difficult to understand. Nicodemus’
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confusion when Jesus talks about being born again or born from above resonates with me. | can empathize with John’s
disciples who seem to be confused about who to believe as superior—John, their prophet and leader who was way ahead of
Jesus in proclaiming and baptizing, or this Jesus, whom they witnessed being baptized by John himself and just beginning
his ministry.

In these verses, John the Baptist is confronting his disciples that he is nothing in comparison with this Jesus. He was just a
messenger sent ahead to prepare the way for the one who comes from above. Therefore, he urged his disciples and those
who question his authority to turn their ears and hearts toward Jesus and believe his testimony because he is the one sent
by God, full of the Spirit, and is the very Word of God.

John set a great example for all of us. His willingness to set himself aside and with joy allow Jesus to be lifted above his
popularity is an important reminder for us as Christians especially as we live in a world full of misinformation and
disinformation. There is so much information we consume that is crafted to uphold control and power over others. It's
confusing to know who to believe and what is true in these days, but John reminds us through humility the truth will be and is
revealed.

PRAYER

Gracious and loving God, we come before you this Christmas day, knowing that often times we have failed to listen to your
gentle and truthful word. We're often confused between the power and prestige of this world with the humble and lowly
message brought through Jesus Christ. Give us the ears to hear, eyes to see, and a discerning heart to know and believe
what is true and to cling to the truth proclaimed through your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations
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FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

ISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

TAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative
Minsitry (monthly), Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and
Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Phone: 412-362-5610
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