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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 25, 2019
SCRIPTURE

1 JOHN 4:7-16

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his
only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and
sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one
another. 12 No one has ever seen God,; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13 By this we
know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and do testify that the
Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and
they abide in God. 16 So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love
abide in God, and God abides in them.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Dr. Judy A. Angleberger ’96
For God so loved the world that he sent his only son . . . (John 3:16).

As parents of a newborn, we pour our love and attention into our infant through cuddling, talking to, cooing, and kissing day
after day until one day that infant opens his or her mouth and bites Mommy or Daddy on the chin—an attempt at a kiss. Our
baby has learned to respond to love. That love continues to grow and find expression in many ways.

John tells us in his first letter that we love because God first loved us. God pours love into us through Jesus and the Holy
Spirit, and in time we learn to respond to that love. “God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only son
into the world so that we might live through him” (v. 9).

Today, we celebrate the expression of God’s steadfast love in that God poured God'’s love into our world and into our lives
through the birth of Jesus—God’s love personified. How do we respond to such love? John answers, “Let us love one
another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God” (v. 7).

PRAYER

God of grace, thank you for loving us and showing us the Way to a personal relationship with you through your son, Jesus.
We are thankful for his birth and for his saving grace on the cross. Teach us how to respond to such love by loving one
another. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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