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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 24, 2020
SCRIPTURE

ISAIAH 59:15B-21
15b The Lord saw it, and it displeased him that there was no justice. 16 He saw that there was no one, and was appalled
that there was no one to intervene; so his own arm brought him victory, and his righteousness upheld him. 17 He put on
righteousness like a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on his head; he put on garments of vengeance for clothing, and
wrapped himself in fury as in a mantle. 18 According to their deeds, so will he repay; wrath to his adversaries, requital to his
enemies; to the coastlands he will render requital. 19 So those in the west shall fear the name of the Lord, and those in the
east, his glory; for he will come like a pent-up stream that the wind of the Lord drives on. 20 And he will come to Zion as
Redeemer, to those in Jacob who turn from transgression, says the Lord. 21 And as for me, this is my covenant with them,
says the Lord: my spirit that is upon you, and my words that I have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, or
out of the mouths of your children, or out of the mouths of your children’s children, says the Lord, from now on and for ever.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Dr. Janice Holmes ’08

There is an old spiritual that was sung by slaves in America. They wept, “O, I couldn’t hear nobody pray. O Lord, I couldn’t
hear nobody pray. O, way down yonder by myself, and I couldn’t hear nobody pray. In de valley . . . On ma knees . . . Wid ma
burden . . . An’ ma savior, couldn’t hear nobody pray. O ma Lord.” Here was a people that endured a life full of injustice,
oppression, and suffering. Yet they held on to a faith and hope in God for the Deliverer’s promise made to humankind in
ages past. How could they sustain such a belief and hope while experiencing such dark despair and loneliness? Well, the
prophet Isaiah reveals the desire and power of our God to break through and intervene on our behalf. Isaiah describes a
God who “sees it.” A God who has compassion. A God who reaches out to us. A God of mercy who takes action. A God who
is victorious. A God who reconciles and redeems!

Christmas Eve is a time of solemn remembrance along with celebration in praise and worship. It is a time to allow God to
break through our hearts! We need remember our transgressions and failure to have a right relationship with God, yet
celebrate the covenant made for eternal life and salvation that God fulfilled through the birth, death, and resurrection of the
Father’s only begotten Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Rejoice! The Light has broken through the darkness. For God’s Spirit is upon you and God’s Word shall not depart you, from
this time forth and for evermore.

PRAYER
O gracious and merciful God, we give You all glory, honor, and praise from the west to the rising of the sun. With gratitude
we worship You in the beauty of Your holiness. We are so undeserving of Your gifts of redeeming love and eternal salvation
from sin and death. Too often we ignore the opportunity to help, intervene, or even pray for others in need of truth and
justice. It is easier to feel sorry for ourselves and wallow in the shadows of life’s oppressive pressures and demands. Break
through our stubborn minds and hardened hearts as You came into a darkened world on that first Christmas Eve. May Your
Spirit remain upon us and Your Living Word dwell within us, now and for evermore. Amen.
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There is an old spiritual that was sung by slaves in America. They wept, “O, I couldn’t hear nobody pray. O Lord, I couldn’t hear nobody pray.
O, way down yonder by myself, and I couldn’t hear nobody pray. In de valley . . . On ma knees . . . Wid ma burden . . . An’ ma savior, couldn’t
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intervene on our behalf. Isaiah describes a God who “sees it.” A God who has compassion. A God who reaches out to us. A God of mercy
who takes action. A God who is victorious. A God who reconciles and redeems!

Christmas Eve is a time of solemn remembrance along with celebration in praise and worship. It is a time to allow God to break through our
hearts! We need remember our transgressions and failure to have a right relationship with God, yet celebrate the covenant made for eternal
life and salvation that God fulfilled through the birth, death, and resurrection of the Father’s only begotten Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.

Rejoice! The Light has broken through the darkness. For God’s Spirit is upon you and God’s Word shall not depart you, from this time forth
and for evermore.

PRAYER
O gracious and merciful God, we give You all glory, honor, and praise from the west to the rising of the sun. With gratitude we worship You in
the beauty of Your holiness. We are so undeserving of Your gifts of redeeming love and eternal salvation from sin and death. Too often we
ignore the opportunity to help, intervene, or even pray for others in need of truth and justice. It is easier to feel sorry for ourselves and wallow
in the shadows of life’s oppressive pressures and demands. Break through our stubborn minds and hardened hearts as You came into a
darkened world on that first Christmas Eve. May Your Spirit remain upon us and Your Living Word dwell within us, now and for evermore.
Amen.
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