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Weekly theme: Love

SCRIPTURESCRIPTURE

LUKE 1:57-66LUKE 1:57-66

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had
shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. 60 But
his mother said, "No; he is to be called John." 61 They said to her, "None of your relatives has this name." 62 Then they
began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, "His
name is John." And all of them were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to
speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill
country of Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered them and said, "What then will this child become?" For, indeed, the hand
of the Lord was with him.
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The Rev. Andrew Tennant ’12

The birth story of John the Baptist typically plays second fiddle to the story of the birth of Christ, but the story of and
prophecy of John the Baptist is a vital part of the story of God’s love made into flesh through his one and only son, Jesus the
Christ. When the women present at the birth of John questioned his name and witnessed Zechariah’s voice return, they were
amazed and wondered what God had in store for this child.

For years, Zechariah and Elizabeth were unable to have children of their own, but their love for one another never wavered.
Their love for God, and their prayers for a child, never wavered. Though when the angel appeared to Zechariah to give him
the news of the coming birth of his son, he was filled with some doubt, his love and faith never wavered, and his belief in
what to call his son and in his son’s role never faded. John the Baptist would become a Prophet of the Most High, and he
would prepare the way of the Lord. John’s life and ministry were birthed out of the love his parents had for each other, the
love that God had for his parents, and the path that God had for him.

Advent is a season of preparation for Christ’s coming. John the Baptist spent his life preparing the people of Israel for the
Messiah’s coming. It was the love of God that set the meaning of the entire reason for Christmas in motion.

PRAYERPRAYER
Heavenly Father, as we enter the pinnacle of this season, we remember how your love set things in motion which would alter
the course of human history through the birth of your mighty prophet John the Baptist and through the birth of your son,
Jesus Christ, who would show the world the ultimate gift of his love through the sacrifice he willingly made for all of humanity.
We pray all these things in the blessed name of Jesus Christ. Amen!

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARYABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry

Continuing Education

Faith Forming Families Network

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

FACULTYFACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.
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The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
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vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTSVISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTSSTAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute, and World Mission Initiative.
Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Phone: 412-362-5610
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