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SCRIPTURESCRIPTURE

LUKE 1:26-38LUKE 1:26-38

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said,
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 The
angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with
God." 38 Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel
departed from her.
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DEVOTIONDEVOTION
Elizabeth Baisley, Welcome Center Front Desk Coordinator

In my house hangs a tiny reproduction of a wood-and-ivory retablo that depicts the annunciation. The work of an anonymous
artist of the late Middle Ages, it shows an angel in whose left hand is a lamp, and whose right hand, in a gesture of blessing,
indicates the ground upon which he stands. He faces the Virgin Mary, in whose left hand is a book—the Word of God; the
open palm of whose right hand indicates the same ground. Above her haloed head is a bolt-from-the-heavens: the Spirit,
poised to enter into the world. Mary’s facial expression is (to me, surprisingly) neutral.

In Luke’s account of this event, Mary is described as perplexed, pondering the angel’s greeting (“favored one!”). The angel
responds with the news that God has chosen her to bear His son. Mary, no stranger to basic biology, asks for an
explanation, and gets a whopper.

Both Luke and my anonymous artist have captured something extraordinarily powerful: a liminal, human moment, a moment
of wonder, similar to what T. S. Eliot ponders in his poem, Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock: “Do I dare disturb the universe? In
a minute there is time / for decisions and revisions which a minute will reverse.” This moment is about possibility, rather than
probability. We teeter on the edge of the world as we know it and the world as it could be.

Mary’s astonishing words of assent to this announcement–“Let it be with me as you have said”—make possible all that
comes after. They bring long-promised hope, wisdom, and justice crashing into the world. I look at my tiny icon and wonder
how this woman is even standing up, but stand she does, in faith and love.

PRAYERPRAYER
God of power and mercy, we wait in joyful hope on the verge of the possible. Grant that we may hear your voice and give us
the humility to do our part in the coming of your kingdom, in the company of all your saints and in the name of your son,
Jesus, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARYABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
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Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute
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FACULTYFACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.
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EVENTSEVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTSVISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTSSTAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute, and World Mission Initiative.
Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Phone: 412-362-5610
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