
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL

SCRIPTURE

PSALM 25

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
2 O my God, in you I trust;
    do not let me be put to shame;
    do not let my enemies exult over me.
3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
    teach me your paths.
5 Lead me in your truth and teach me,
    for you are the God of my salvation;
    for you I wait all day long.
6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,
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    for they have been from of old.
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
    according to your steadfast love remember me,
    for the sake of your goodness, O Lord!
8 Good and upright is the Lord;
    therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9 He leads the humble in what is right
    and teaches the humble his way.
10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,
    for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
11 For your name’s sake, O Lord,
    pardon my guilt, for it is great.
12 Who are they who fear the Lord?
    He will teach them the way that they should choose.
13 They will abide in prosperity,
    and their children shall possess the land.
14 The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him,
    and he makes his covenant known to them.
15 My eyes are ever toward the Lord,
    for he will pluck my feet out of the net.
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
    for I am lonely and afflicted.
17 Relieve the troubles of my heart,
    and bring me out of my distress.
18 Consider my affliction and my trouble,
    and forgive all my sins.
19 Consider how many are my foes
    and with what violent hatred they hate me.
20 O guard my life and deliver me;
    do not let me be put to shame, for I take refuge in you.
21 May integrity and uprightness preserve me,
    for I wait for you.
22 Redeem Israel, O God,
    out of all its troubles.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Antonio Lawrence, DMin student

I appreciate when the season of Advent comes around each year. It is that time where we anticipate the coming of Christ into
a world desperately needing a savior. Advent is a time where we need the reminder that we have a God that is with us, even
in the mess that we have created. Advent is a time when communities of faith can reflect and remember. We take the
opportunity to reflect on where God has brought us from. We also embrace the opportunity to remember the God who has
been consistent in the journey. As we with sit with Psalm 25 today it is a necessary reminder to continue to keep our trust in
God. We approach this passage of scripture not knowing exactly when this psalm has been crafted, yet we know there is
trouble present. Over the last few years, we do not know when the trouble would come, or where the trouble would come
from in our lives. It was just an understanding that trouble would always be present.  This passage of scripture reminds us
that even with trouble being present, we can trust that our God is present with us. Psalm 25 shows us the power of repetition
in the life of a believer. The ability to repeat the certain words or phrases is what continues to ground our faith no matter the
season we are in. Psalm 25 gives us an image of hope to mature us spiritually along the journey of life. It reminds us that no
matter how difficult the situation is before us there is someone who will have our back during it all. Is that not good news for
the believer today? My hope today is that no matter what we face as life happens, we develop the ability to trust God no
matter the transitions around us. 

PRAYER
God of grace and mercy, we thank you for the ability to guide us through life. Help us to learn how to trust you on a deeper
level. Help us to reimagine a future that helps us model what faith, hope, and love looks like in public. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.



BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Adaptive and Innovative Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative
Minsitry (monthly), Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and
Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!
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