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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 17, 2020

SCRIPTURE

2 PETER 2:10B-16

10b Bold and willful, they are not afraid to slander the glorious ones, 11 whereas angels, though greater in might and power,
do not bring against them a slanderous judgment from the Lord. 12 These people, however, are like irrational animals, mere
creatures of instinct, born to be caught and killed. They slander what they do not understand, and when those creatures are
destroyed, they also will be destroyed, 13 suffering the penalty for doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the
daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their dissipation while they feast with you. 14 They have eyes full of
adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children! 15 They have
left the straight road and have gone astray, following the road of Balaam son of Bosor, who loved the wages of doing

wrong, 16 but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with a human voice and restrained the
prophet's madness.

DEVOTIONAL
Robert Jones ’14

John the Baptist is one of the central characters in the Advent drama. His proclamation in the wilderness reminds us that
preparing ourselves for Christ’'s coming involves repentance. Today’s reading from 2 Peter is troubling. It is directed toward
opponents of the church and contains some rather harsh rhetoric. But as | spent time reflecting on its significance, | was
struck by a line in verse 12: “They slander what they do not understand.” Does this line resonate with you the way it
resonates with me?

So much of the conflict in our church, in our country, and in our world appears to be rooted in an impulse to slander what we
do not understand. And if | am honest, this impulse exists in my own heart as well. The work of understanding is hard, and it
can often unsettle and disturb our comfortable view of reality—even our comfortable view of ourselves.

This Advent, let us take seriously the call of John the Baptist to repent. Let us identify those ways we have slandered what
we do not understand. Understanding can be uncomfortable, even painful. Slandering what we do not understand can
function as a defense mechanism. It can allow us to preserve our comfortable view of ourselves, of the world, and of our
place in it. But Jesus does not call us to self-preservation. Jesus calls us to understanding. And to repentance.

PRAYER

Gracious God, you have called us to this season of preparation and repentance. Give us the courage to seek understanding,
even when doing so is uncomfortable and painful. Help us to be committed more to the truth than to our comfortable view of
ourselves. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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