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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 16, 2024
Weekly theme: Joy

SCRIPTURE

2 PETER 1:1-11

1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith as precious as ours through the
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:

2 May grace and peace be yours in abundance in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

3 His divine power has given us everything needed for life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us by his
own glory and goodness. 4 Thus he has given us, through these things, his precious and very great promises, so that
through them you may escape from the corruption that is in the world because of lust, and may become participants of the
divine nature. 5 For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, and goodness with
knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness, 7 and
godliness with mutual affection, and mutual affection with love. 8 For if these things are yours and are increasing among you,
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they keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For anyone who lacks these
things is nearsighted and blind, and is forgetful of the cleansing of past sins. 10 Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the
more eager to confirm your call and election, for if you do this, you will never stumble. 11 For in this way, entry into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly provided for you.

DEVOTION
The Rev. Mary Catherine (Kay) Day ‘97

The Advent season brings a bustle of activities, especially finding the right gift for each person on our list. Some start to shop
early while others rush at the last minute. We try to give according to the interest and desire of the recipient. Most of the gifts
we give, while appreciated, are soon or eventually discarded. If we are honest, the same thing happens with the gifts we
receive.

This is not the case with the gifts that God gives us. Peter says that God’s divine power has given us everything we need.
These are gifts that grow with time and use. With them come His promises, His guarantee, that these will lead us closer to
Christ and to eternal life. These include faith, goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, and kindness
(fruits of the Spirit). As we grow in our faith, these gifts grow in value. They become a part of our lives, treasured and
preserved.

God’s gifts can’t be bought for any price. They can’t be wrapped and put under a tree. They can’t be held in our hands. They
won’t go out of style or break and be cast away. They are more costly than anything we could ever purchase. They are the
perfect size, fitted just for us. They multiply in value as we use them. More than that, they prepare us for God’s use here on
earth and for His glory in all eternity. These are the only gifts we can take with us into eternity. Everything else will be left
behind.

This season, | invite you to make use of the gifts God has given you as you search for the gifts you will give to others. Where
can you give goodness, knowledge, self-control, and all the rest of God’s magnificent gifts?

PRAYER

Gracious God, you have given us all we need to love you and serve you. You are the most generous gift-giver. Help us this
season to give gifts that will last beyond the season, that will be gifts that share the divine perspective of the perfect gifts for
those in our lives. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A HYBRID STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry
Certificates

Non-Degree

PTS NEIGHBORHOOD COLLABORATIVE RESOURCE PROGRAMS

Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
Continuing Education

Faith Forming Families Network

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative
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FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

ISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

TAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Faith Forming Families Network, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute,
and World Mission Initiative. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Phone: 412-362-5610
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