
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 14, 2019

SCRIPTURE

PSALM 80

1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 
2 before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Stir up your might, 
and come to save us! 
3 Restore us, O God; 
let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
4 O Lord God of hosts, 
how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 
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5 You have fed them with the bread of tears, 
and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
6 You make us the scorn of our neighbors; 
our enemies laugh among themselves. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
8 You brought a vine out of Egypt; 
you drove out the nations and planted it. 
9 You cleared the ground for it; 
it took deep root and filled the land. 
10 The mountains were covered with its shade, 
the mighty cedars with its branches; 
11 it sent out its branches to the sea, 
and its shoots to the River. 
12 Why then have you broken down its walls, 
so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit? 
13 The boar from the forest ravages it, 
and all that move in the field feed on it. 
14 Turn again, O God of hosts; 
look down from heaven, and see; 
have regard for this vine, 
15 the stock that your right hand planted. 
16 They have burned it with fire, they have cut it down; 
may they perish at the rebuke of your countenance. 
17 But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
the one whom you made strong for yourself. 
18 Then we will never turn back from you; 
give us life, and we will call on your name. 
19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
let your face shine, that we may be saved.

DEVOTIONAL

The Rev. Nathan W. Carlson ’11 
Within this Psalm, we find imagery that provides theological depth for our Christian faith. From the psalm’s opening with the image of a shepherd
and its calling on God for the restoration of Israel—not only the restoration of a people but also of a “vine” out of Egypt—we clearly see contained
here in messianic imagery associated with Jesus. The great Shepherd, Redeemer, and Restorer of life in this passage understands the trials of
the day-to-day living we face. 

During the season of Advent, each loss, each pain, and each sorrow we experience feels weightier. An unexpected illness, death, betrayal, or bill
introduces that much more unease to our souls. The God described in Psalm 80 has seen it all before—on both a personal and a national scale. 

When the vine from Egypt was “broken down,” “plucked,” and “ravaged,” the psalmist turned for revival to the God of hope. This passage does
not end in defeat, but instead in new life, as the God of hosts restores the people of God. Psalm 80 reassures us that whatever “scorn” we face,
“tears” we shed, and rebuke we bear, our God has gone with us through all of it. 

 

PRAYER

Redeemer and Restorer of life, before we know what we need, you are at work in our lives. During this Advent season, when trials and pains may
feel particularly acute, be with us to guide and lead us through these valleys. As you restore us to life, may we remember to praise your name
continually. 
Amen.



ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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