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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 14, 2018

SCRIPTURE

LUKE 22:14-30

14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 15 He said to them, “| have eagerly
desired to eat this Passover with you before | suffer; 16 for | tell you, | will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”
17 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18f or | tell you that from
now on | will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.” 20 And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in
my blood. 21 But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. 22 For the Son of Man is going as it
has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!” 23 Then they began to ask one another, which one of
them it could be who would do this. 24 A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the
greatest. 25 But he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called
benefactors. 26 But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one
who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But | am
among you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have stood by me in my trials; 29 and | confer on you, just as my
Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

DEVOTIONAL
Fr. Eric Mcintosh ’12, Priest-in-Charge, St. James’ Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. / Alumnae/i Council

Given our current political climate, the racial divide, the increase of the non-religious in the U.S. and the Me Too movement, |
cannot help but think the church is headed for greater persecution in America. Reflecting on the aforementioned realities, |
am ever focused on these words of Christ: “Take this and divide it among yourselves . . . .” After taking the cup, he gave
thanks and said this!

Given our current state, | cannot look at this cup and ignore the cup Christ mentions in the Garden of Gethsemane. He asked
that this cup be taken away but succumbed to the will of God the Father. Neither can | ignore what Christ said on the cross:
“I thirst!” | imagine that in those words, “I thirst,” he was saying to God and the world, “Give me the cup!” So how might that
statement relate to the words here at the Passover table when Jesus refers to the cup: “divide it among yourselves”? |
believe Jesus was inviting all of us to take, intentionally, the mantle of sacrifice he was offering—to share in his cup! Jesus
said to the disciples at his resurrection, “As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” Perhaps he was suggesting that we, too,
have to face our cup of persecution and to follow his lead for how to do so.

During Advent we reflect on Jesus’ coming. Is the cross why he came? Is that why we have come and been sent? | hope that
persecution is not coming to the church in America, but if it is, such reflection is worth considering.

PRAYER

Lord God Almighty, prepare us for tomorrow even though it is not promised. Equip the saints for what comes as we prepare
once again for the coming of Christ. This Advent, make us fully aware of your call and sending of us into the world. Make us
aware of your desire for our imitating Christ. Remind us that we all have a cup and we all have a cross to bear. Give us the
courage and strength to pick it up and to say, intentionally and boldly, “Give it to me!” May we be your witnesses to the
uttermost parts of the earth! For the sake of Jesus Christ your son our Lord, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God now and forever. Amen.
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