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SCRIPTURE

LUKE 22:14-30

14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 15 He said to them, "l have eagerly
desired to eat this Passover with you before | suffer; 16 for | tell you, | will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God."
17 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, "Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18 for | tell you that from
now on | will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." 19 Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me." 20 And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in
my blood. 21 But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. 22 For the Son of Man is going as it
has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!" 23 Then they began to ask one another, which one of
them it could be who would do this.

24 A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 But he said to them,
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"The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you;
rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. 27 For who is greater,
the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But | am among you as one who serves.

28 "You are those who have stood by me in my trials; 29 and | confer on you, just as my Father has conferred on me, a
kingdom, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.

DEVOTION

Sarah Betzig ’21, Communications Strategist

| have always thought of the commandment "the greatest among you must become like the least, and the leader like one who
serves" as a call to "servant leadership" as the proper way to wield power. Like Jesus, each Christian ought to seek to be a
servant of others - most especially those in leadership. | wonder what would happen, though, if we flipped the equivalence in
this commandment.

| recently learned of the Silent Parade, a peaceful protest in which 10,000 African Americans marched silently along New
York City's Fifth Avenue in 1917 as part of an anti-lynching movement. In addition to the silence of the marchers, something
notable about this particular protest is that the children led the way in the march, while men brought up the rear. That is,
those with the least power were the leaders, even among this marginalized group.

It's easy to dwell on the part of this passage that promises exultation - the "l confer on you a kingdom" part, the "you will sit
on thrones judging others" part. Focusing on these, | might think, "l am to be elevated to a place of power, so long as | am
Christ-like enough to wield it responsibly. And, well, of course | will be, with God's help." But that, to me, sounds a lot like the
disciples' arguing about who among them will be the greatest - which is precisely the thing Jesus is pushing back against.

What if instead of Jesus outlining a program for how to get into power (or how not to be jerks with the power we have), the
Lord is helping us to know where to look for direction as we seek to follow him. Not "the leader should become least" but "the
least should become leader." What if, like in the Silent Parade, we took our cue for the direction of our efforts for peace on
earth from the little ones, from the "least of these," from the powerless. As the great magi turned their course in the direction
of an infant child, perhaps the "least of these" among us can best help us, the Church, discern where God is calling us to go
next. Perhaps the little ones best know the way to shalom, after all.

PRAYER

God, in your infinite love and wisdom, you chose to live among us as a little child. As we prepare to welcome you anew, give
us eyes to see your leading in the least among us. Give us humility and wisdom to lay down our “greatness” at your feet.
Teach us ever to follow you, and open our eyes, ears, and hearts to your call to wholeness — that is, peace — on earth. In
your name we pray, amen.
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In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
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of upcoming events.

ISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Faith Forming Families Network, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute,
and World Mission Initiative. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Phone: 412-362-5610

FIND YOUR PROGRAM
REQUEST INFO

APPLY ONLINE

VISIT THE CAMPUS

News & EventsContactDirectionsEmployment Save Page As PDF

Privacy Policy
COVID-19
Accessibility
Anti-Discrimination

Title IX And Anti-Harassment



https://www.pts.edu/syi
https://www.pts.edu/metrourban
https://www.pts.edu/WMI
https://www.pts.edu/Faculty
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/email
https://www.facebook.com/PittsburghTheologicalSeminary
https://twitter.com/pghseminary
https://www.youtube.com/pghseminary
https://www.instagram.com/pittsburghseminary
https://www.linkedin.com/school/pittsburgh-theological-seminary
https://www.pts.edu/blog
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/News
https://www.pts.edu/contact-us
https://www.pts.edu/Pittsburgh-and-the-Region
https://www.pts.edu/employment-opportunities
https://www.pts.edu/Devotional12-13-24?pdf=true
https://www.pts.edu/privacy
https://www.pts.edu/coronavirus
https://www.pts.edu/accessibility
https://www.pts.edu/antidiscrimination
https://www.pts.edu/title-ix-and-antiharassment

	ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
	ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 13, 2024
	SCRIPTURE
	LUKE 22:14-30

	DEVOTION
	PRAYER

	ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
	BECOME A HYBRID STUDENT
	PTS NEIGHBORHOOD COLLABORATIVE RESOURCE PROGRAMS
	FACULTY
	EVENTS
	VISIT PTS
	STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS



