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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 13, 2023

SCRIPTURE

MATTHEW 23:1-12

1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 "The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat; 3 therefore, do

hatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach. 4 They tie up heavy
burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move
them. 5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. 6 They
love to have the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, 7 and to be greeted with respect in the
marketplaces, and to have people call them rabbi. 8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you
are all students. 9 And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father, the one in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be
called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 All who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted."

DEVOTION
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The Rev. Dr. Allan Irizarry-Graves 17, Board Member

All of us desire to be someone of great worth and value. We live in a day and age where people determine their value by the
number of likes, views, retweets, and followers they can rack up. With the advent of social media, there are seemingly
endless opportunities to create new paths toward what many would deem greatness. While some have experienced the thrill
of going viral and getting to know first-hand how it feels to be “great,” the reality is that most of us will never go viral or have
millions of followers. Despite this truth, there is good news in this passage for all of us. We all can be great. But how do we
get there? How do we become great? What must we do to experience greatness?

The answer to the questions above is provided in verse 11 by Jesus when he says, “The greatest among you will be your
servant.” Before giving the key to greatness Jesus provides examples of what greatness is not. It is not in the seat that
someone possesses. It is not the position that one may hold, nor is it how many people see what you do or who you are
connected to. But rather, greatness is determined by service.

| love the way that Matthew shifts as he brings this passage to a close. In verses 7-10, he shifts from focusing on earthly
positions that we hunger for to Jesus as the ultimate example of what we should seek and desire as followers of Christ. May
we not only remember the example of Jesus who came to serve, and not to be served, but may we be moved to serve others
in the same manner knowing that service we render to others supersedes any power, position, and prestige that we might
possess in the eyes of God. As this is the case, | encourage you to serve, serve well, and remember the servants during this
season of Advent. When people are consumed with stuff and things, may we focus on service.

PRAYER

May the grace of God, the sweet communion of God’s Holy Spirit, rest, rule, refresh, and reform, until we meet at Jesus’ feet,
the bishop of the church, the bishop of our souls. Go in peace, go in love, go and serve. May the Lord be with you. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A HYBRID STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry
Certificates

Non-Degree

PTS NEIGHBORHOOD COLLABORATIVE RESOURCE PROGRAMS

Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
Continuing Education

Faith Forming Families Network

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!l—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
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vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

ISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute, and World Mission Initiative.
Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Phone: 412-362-5610
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