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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 13, 2018
SCRIPTURE

LUKE 22:1-13
1 Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was near. 2 The chief priests and the scribes were
looking for a way to put Jesus to death, for they were afraid of the people. 3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot,
who was one of the twelve; 4 he went away and conferred with the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how
he might betray him to them. 5 They were greatly pleased and agreed to give him money. 6 So he consented and began to
look for an opportunity to betray him to them when no crowd was present. 7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on
which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover meal
for us that we may eat it.” 9 They asked him, “Where do you want us to make preparations for it?” 10 “Listen,” he said to
them, “when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house he enters 11
and say to the owner of the house, ‘The teacher asks you, “Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my
disciples?”’ 12 He will show you a large room upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us there.” 13 So they went
and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Rebecca DePoe ’16, Pastor, Mt. Nebo United Presbyterian Church and Glenshaw Valley Presbyterian
Church, Sewickley and Glenshaw, Pa. / Alumnae/i Council

For Jesus, meals have a sacramental quality. How we eat together matters, regardless of Judas’s pending betrayal of Jesus.
Jesus instructs the disciples to prepare the Passover meal in a stranger’s guest house. The disciples are to rely on the
hospitality of others even as they prepare for one of the most important meals of the year.

I believe Jesus’ insistence on relying on a stranger’s hospitality is what allows him, a few verses later, to feed his betrayer.
Part of the disciples’ preparation for Passover is to learn from Jesus how to receive and give hospitality. Part of our
preparation for Advent is learning how to rely on the hospitality of others. We prepare to be with others as we prepare for the
birth of Jesus—our Savior, who chose to be with us. When we talk about preparing our hearts for Christmas, we’re talking
about preparing ourselves to receive the hospitality of Jesus so that we can share that hospitality with the world.

PRAYER
Loving God we thank you for creating us so that we have to depend on you, and each other, for our daily sustenance. We
pray that that in giving of our time, our talents, and our resources you would strengthen our faith in you and our bonds to our
communities. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Phone: 412-362-5610
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