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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 9, 2018

SCRIPTURE

2 PETER 3:11-18

11 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and
godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13 But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new
earth, where righteousness is at home. 14 Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by
him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul
wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 speaking of this as he does in all his letters. There are some things in
them hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other scriptures. 17
You therefore, beloved, since you are forewarned, beware that you are not carried away with the error of the lawless and
lose your own stability. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

DEVOTIONAL

The Rev. Karen Rohrer, Director, Church Planting Initiative

“. .. we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting
for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as
salvation. . . .”

When | think about the Christmas story, the story where God made God’'s home in our midst, where for a moment
righteousness was at home in this troubled world, and new heavens and a new earth peeked in at us, for just 33 years, | am
filled with longing. What would it be like if this world were not the kind of place that sent righteousness to a cross? Can we
imagine a world where parents in war-torn countries weren’t clutching their children and running for their lives, only to find
borders closed in their faces? Can we imagine a world without the Herods who murder children as pawns in their grabbing
for power? A world where the innocent rest safely and the righteous are safe in homes, not under threat of tyranny, violence,
or cruelty? To whatever degree we can imagine that, how can we ever be patient with the patience of our Lord? The more |
learn about trauma, the more it seems to me that human suffering can be so deep and destructive that it cannot be quantified
—yet we are to accept the patience of a God that tarries to come to the aid of children. How?

| can’t pretend to answer that question—but | am struck by the command to “regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.”
What is being saved by this patience in a world that seems bent on growing destruction? That command is a hard word as
we wait for Christmas, as we wait starving for the in-breaking of the kind of Messiah who will rule over powers and
principalities, overthrow the ugliness of unjust governing powers, and rule the nations with an iron fist. But, friends, that
Messiah isn’t coming. Whatever it does or doesn’'t mean, if the text is to be trusted our Messiah doesn’t save with an iron fist
—our Messiah saves with patience. We do not get to choose our salvation. No doubt we, like the disciples and the crowds of
Palm Sunday, would choose differently. Instead, as we wait for righteousness to make its home in our midst, we must be
patient. We must be patient and love patience, because our slow and patient God is coming to us again as a baby, saving us
again, over the course of 33 years and the course of human history, with the slow vulnerability of the very children we would
defend. We may rail against the pace, but salvation is the slow patient work of God over our whole lives. This Christmas,
may we find a way to be content to watch again over the baby Jesus—and over all the children of the human family—and to
wait with hope, knowing that the salvation of our God always comes and stays with those who wait.

PRAYER

Patient God, in the midst of the world’s grief and pain, give us the strength to stand with the vulnerable as we await the slow
work of all our salvation together. In our watching and waiting, teach us to trust your ways, so that we might not lose heart.
And, loving God, please don’t delay coming again to us. We and those we love are frightened, broken, and hard pressed on
every side. Even so, come Lord Jesus.
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waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements
will melt with fire? 13 But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 14
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15 and regard the
patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 speaking of this as
he does in all his letters. There are some things in them hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as
they do the other scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved, since you are forewarned, beware that you are not carried away with the error of the
lawless and lose your own stability. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both
now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

DEVOTIONAL

The Rev. Karen Rohrer, Director, Church Planting Initiative

“. .. we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things,
strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. .. .”

When | think about the Christmas story, the story where God made God’s home in our midst, where for a moment righteousness was at
home in this troubled world, and new heavens and a new earth peeked in at us, for just 33 years, | am filled with longing. What would it be like
if this world were not the kind of place that sent righteousness to a cross? Can we imagine a world where parents in war-torn countries
weren't clutching their children and running for their lives, only to find borders closed in their faces? Can we imagine a world without the
Herods who murder children as pawns in their grabbing for power? A world where the innocent rest safely and the righteous are safe in
homes, not under threat of tyranny, violence, or cruelty? To whatever degree we can imagine that, how can we ever be patient with the
patience of our Lord? The more |learn about trauma, the more it seems to me that human suffering can be so deep and destructive that it
cannot be quantified—yet we are to accept the patience of a God that tarries to come to the aid of children. How?

| can’t pretend to answer that question—but | am struck by the command to “regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.” What is being
saved by this patience in a world that seems bent on growing destruction? That command is a hard word as we wait for Christmas, as we
wait starving for the in-breaking of the kind of Messiah who will rule over powers and principalities, overthrow the ugliness of unjust governing
powers, and rule the nations with aniron fist. But, friends, that Messiah isn’'t coming. Whatever it does or doesn’t mean, if the text is to be
trusted our Messiah doesn’t save with an iron fist—our Messiah saves with patience. We do not get to choose our salvation. No doubt we,
like the disciples and the crowds of Palm Sunday, would choose differently. Instead, as we wait for righteousness to make its home in our
midst, we must be patient. We must be patient and love patience, because our slow and patient God is coming to us again as a baby,
saving us again, over the course of 33 years and the course of human history, with the slow vulnerability of the very children we would defend.
We may rail against the pace, but salvation is the slow patient work of God over our whole lives. This Christmas, may we find a way to be
content to watch again over the baby Jesus—and over all the children of the human family—and to wait with hope, knowing that the salvation
of our God always comes and stays with those who wait.

PRAYER

Patient God, in the midst of the world’s grief and pain, give us the strength to stand with the vulnerable as we await the slow work of all our
salvation together. In our watching and waiting, teach us to trust your ways, so that we might not lose heart. And, loving God, please don’t
delay coming again to us. We and those we love are frightened, broken, and hard pressed on every side. Even so, come Lord Jesus.
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In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
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