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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 8, 2020
SCRIPTURE

LUKE 21:29-38
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for
yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the
kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 34 Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come
upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all
these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 37 Every day he was teaching in the temple, and at
night he would go out and spend the night on the Mount of Olives, as it was called. 38 And all the people would get up early
in the morning to listen to him in the temple.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Lisa J. Lyon ’92

Watch out! Pay attention! Jesus says, “[W]hen you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is
near.” What are “these things”? In Luke 21:5-17, Jesus lists them as the destruction of the temple, false prophets, wars and
insurrections, earthquakes, famines, plagues, portents and signs in the heavens, arrests and persecutions, betrayal, hatred,
and executions. At this writing, we are in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic and the Black Lives Matter protests after the
killing of George Floyd by a police officer. One can’t escape the feeling that Jesus is right here, right now, talking to us.

Christians live in the tension between the already and the not yet: Jesus came and established God’s kingdom on earth, but
not until his coming again will that kingdom be fulfilled. Rather than anticipating the end of the world “when [we] see these
things taking place,” we should remember that, nevertheless, “the kingdom of God is near.” That’s the hope we cling to in
the midst of chaos.

Jesus calls us to be on guard and never give in to the fears and worries of our daily life by falling into dissipation and
drunkenness. He urges us to be alert and watch for the signs—not merely signs of “the end,” but signs of the kingdom of
God. Fred Rogers said, “Look for the helpers”; Jesus says, “Be the helpers.” And we must pray—pray for the strength to
escape the pitfalls of self-centeredness, anger, and despair. If we do that, when Jesus returns we will be able to stand before
the Son of Man having made the most of every moment, every opportunity, to make the kingdom of God on earth visible—to
bring the kingdom of God to fruition by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God (Micah 6:8).  

PRAYER
Gracious God, the signs of your kingdom on earth are obscured by sin. Please change our focus. Sharpen our perception of
others’ suffering. Remove the blinders of “isms” that divide us. Excise the cataracts that distort the image of God in each
person. Clarify our vision of hope. Thank you! Amen. 
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Watch out! Pay attention! Jesus says, “[W]hen you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.” What are
“these things”? In Luke 21:5-17, Jesus lists them as the destruction of the temple, false prophets, wars and insurrections, earthquakes,
famines, plagues, portents and signs in the heavens, arrests and persecutions, betrayal, hatred, and executions. At this writing, we are in the
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic and the Black Lives Matter protests after the killing of George Floyd by a police officer. One can’t escape
the feeling that Jesus is right here, right now, talking to us.

Christians live in the tension between the already and the not yet: Jesus came and established God’s kingdom on earth, but not until his
coming again will that kingdom be fulfilled. Rather than anticipating the end of the world “when [we] see these things taking place,” we should
remember that, nevertheless, “the kingdom of God is near.” That’s the hope we cling to in the midst of chaos.

Jesus calls us to be on guard and never give in to the fears and worries of our daily life by falling into dissipation and drunkenness. He urges
us to be alert and watch for the signs—not merely signs of “the end,” but signs of the kingdom of God. Fred Rogers said, “Look for the
helpers”; Jesus says, “Be the helpers.” And we must pray—pray for the strength to escape the pitfalls of self-centeredness, anger, and
despair. If we do that, when Jesus returns we will be able to stand before the Son of Man having made the most of every moment, every
opportunity, to make the kingdom of God on earth visible—to bring the kingdom of God to fruition by doing justice, loving kindness, and
walking humbly with our God (Micah 6:8).  

PRAYER
Gracious God, the signs of your kingdom on earth are obscured by sin. Please change our focus. Sharpen our perception of others’
suffering. Remove the blinders of “isms” that divide us. Excise the cataracts that distort the image of God in each person. Clarify our vision of
hope. Thank you! Amen. 
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topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Phone: 412-362-5610

               

FIND YOUR PROGRAM

REQUEST INFO

APPLY ONLINE

VISIT THE CAMPUS

News & EventsContactDirectionsEmployment Save Page As PDF

Privacy Policy

COVID-19

Accessibility

Anti-Discrimination

Title IX And Anti-Harassment

https://www.pts.edu/Faculty
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/email
https://www.facebook.com/PittsburghTheologicalSeminary
https://twitter.com/pghseminary
https://www.youtube.com/pghseminary
https://www.instagram.com/pittsburghseminary
https://www.linkedin.com/school/pittsburgh-theological-seminary
https://www.pts.edu/blog
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/News
https://www.pts.edu/contact-us
https://www.pts.edu/Pittsburgh-and-the-Region
https://www.pts.edu/employment-opportunities
https://www.pts.edu/Devotional12-08-20?pdf=true
https://www.pts.edu/privacy
https://www.pts.edu/coronavirus
https://www.pts.edu/accessibility
https://www.pts.edu/antidiscrimination
https://www.pts.edu/title-ix-and-antiharassment

	ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
	ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
	BECOME A STUDENT
	CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
	SPECIAL PROGRAMS
	FACULTY
	EVENTS
	VISIT PTS
	STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS


	ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 8, 2020
	SCRIPTURE
	LUKE 21:29-38

	DEVOTIONAL
	PRAYER

	ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 8, 2020
	SCRIPTURE
	Luke 21:29-38

	DEVOTIONAL
	PRAYER
	ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
	BECOME A STUDENT
	CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
	SPECIAL PROGRAMS
	FACULTY
	EVENTS
	VISIT PTS
	STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS



