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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 8, 2019

SCRIPTURE

LUKE 1:57-68

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had
shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they
were going to name him Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” 61 They said to her,
“None of your relatives has this name.” 62 Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give
him. 63 He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth
was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these
things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered them and said, “What
then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the
Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and
redeemed them.”

DEVOTIONAL

The Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster ’11

The Gospel writer reports that when Elizabeth gave birth, the villagers—family and neighbors alike—rejoiced. A delivery safe
for both mother and child was not guaranteed, so a celebration was indeed warranted. And Elizabeth and Zechariah were
each well beyond the time in life when babies are usually conceived. This miraculous child was special cause for joy.

The people assumed that this baby boy would be named “Zechariah,” like his father. Take a moment to be a little surprised
at that assumption: of course—*Zechariah” was the name of the infant’s father. It is a name with deep Hebrew roots—it
means “the LORD has remembered.”

But “Zechariah” is a name that casts its eyes backward—toward what has been. God, however, was looking forward. Listen
again to Gabriel’'s announcement to this baby’s father inside the incense-filled Holy of Holies: “You will have a son,” “he will
be great,” “he will be filled with the Holy Spirit,” “he will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God,” “he will . . . ,”
“he will . . . .” Would these villagers who gathered to celebrate fully recognize and eagerly embrace the new thing that God
was doing (see Isa. 43:18-19)? Do we?

”

“John” is the name that God has pre-selected for this child. “John” is a name that lives in the present and looks forward into
the future—it means, “the LORD is gracious.” And it is this John—himself a product of a miracle—who would proclaim the
wonder of God’s new, loving act of salvation as he points to Christ Jesus, God-with-us.

PRAYER

God of all-powerful love, grant us the grace both to remember your blessings of the past with thanks and to anticipate
eagerly the new ways you are working in us and in creation this day. Grow our trust in you, so that we can confidently,
peacefully, and joyfully rest in your care. Through Christ Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.
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PRAYER

God of all-powerful love, grant us the grace both to remember your blessings of the past with thanks and to anticipate eagerly the new ways
you are working in us and in creation this day. Grow our trust in you, so that we can confidently, peacefully, and joyfully rest in your care.
Through Christ Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.
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topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary’s newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
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