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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute
Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation,
spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archacology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 6, 2018

SCRIPTURE

1 THESSALONIANS 3:1-13

1 Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we decided to be left alone in Athens; 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker
for God in proclaiming the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you for the sake of your faith, 3 so that no one would be shaken
by these persecutions. Indeed, you yourselves know that this is what we are destined for. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we told you
beforehand that we were to suffer persecution; so it turned out, as you know. 5 For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to
find out about your faith; I was afraid that somehow the tempter had tempted you and that our labor had been in vain. 6 But Timothy
has just now come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of your faith and love. He has told us also that you always
remember us kindly and long to see us—just as we long to see you. 7 For this reason, brothers and sisters, during all our distress and
persecution we have been encouraged about you through your faith. 8 For we now live, if you continue to stand firm in the Lord. 9 How
can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most
earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 11 Now may our God and Father himself and
our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

DEVOTIONAL

Lori Liller Arnold, Coordinator, Office of Continuing Education

Imagine a day when the sky is gray (easy to do in a Pittsburgh winter), it’s chilly, and you are feeling downhearted about things
happening in your life. Everyone has a day like this occasionally—a day when it seems that nothing is going well. Then . . . you get a text
message, an email, or perhaps even a letter with wonderful news! Immediately your heart is lightened, your face is smiling, and you may
do a little dance because of the happiness flooding your body. Paul describes such a feeling after Timothy’s return with news that the
church in Thessalonica was remaining faithful. Paul writes about being encouraged in the midst of his persecutions and, furthermore,
states that he “now live(s)” because of the Thessalonians’ steadfastness. This happiness is the same kind of joy we can carry in our
hearts today because we already know the Good News and we don’t need to wait for the arrival of a text, email, or letter. Thanks be to
God!

PRAYER

Dear Creator, thank you for the abundant joy we can feel in the midst of our daily trials. Help us to remember that standing firm in the
Lord is a source of life now and forevermore. In your name we pray. Amen.
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of his persecutions and, furthermore, states that he “now live(s)”” because of the Thessalonians’ steadfastness. This happiness is the same kind of joy we can
carry in our hearts today because we already know the Good News and we don’t need to wait for the arrival of a text, email, or letter. Thanks be to God!

PRAYER
Dear Creator, thank you for the abundant joy we can feel in the midst of our daily trials. Help us to remember that standing firm in the Lord is a source of life
now and forevermore. In your name we pray. Amen.
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Miission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Aluns, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Phone: 412-362-5610
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