
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL 
FIND YOUR PROGRAM  APPLY ONLINE  VISIT CAMPUS  REQUEST INFO

https://www.pts.edu/
https://www.pts.edu/Alums
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://mailserver.pts.edu/owa
http://my.pts.edu/
https://ptseminary.instructure.com/login/canvas
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info


ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARYABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENTBECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMSCERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMSSPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTYFACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTSEVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTSVISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTSSTAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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SCRIPTURESCRIPTURE

MATTHEW 21:33-46MATTHEW 21:33-46
33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it,
and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34 When the harvest time had come, he
sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37 Finally he sent
his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is
the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40
Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those
wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 42
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be
taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables,
they realized that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

DEVOTIONALDEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Heather McLaughlin Sigler ’95

What a difficult reading for the first week of Advent! But stay with this text for a while and some interesting similarities come
into focus. Today we, the present caretakers of God’s vineyard, are planning for the annual arrival of the Owner’s most holy
Son. While not planning to do him harm, we busy ourselves with baking and shopping and decorating and, yes, even
attending extra worship services. In our busyness, do we neglect to provide the proper welcome?

This seemingly terrible parable provides an opportunity to pause during Advent and consider the best ways in which to
prepare for the arrival of the Owner’s Son. Perhaps a large dose of repentance should be added to the “to do” list this year.

I wonder . . . do our preparations really provide the best welcome possible? I wonder . . . how prepared are we to be
stewards of God’s bounty? I wonder . . . how many times do we subvert God’s plan for the vineyard?

Note well: As we consider this parable, let us not allow the Jewish – Christian conflict of Matthew’s long-ago community
shape our understanding of this text. Jesus never condemns the whole Jewish people. Jesus himself was a Jew, albeit one
who had some differences with the religious leadership of his day.

PRAYERPRAYER
Good and Gracious God, keep us mindful of our responsibilities as caretakers of your earthly vineyard. Guide our
preparations during this Advent season that we may truly be prepared to welcome your Son and greet our Savior, Jesus
Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 5, 2019

SCRIPTURE
Matthew 21:33-46
33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants
to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves,
more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when
the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest
time.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this
was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom
it falls.” 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to
arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.



DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Heather McLaughlin Sigler ’95

What a difficult reading for the first week of Advent! But stay with this text for a while and some interesting similarities come into focus. Today
we, the present caretakers of God’s vineyard, are planning for the annual arrival of the Owner’s most holy Son. While not planning to do him
harm, we busy ourselves with baking and shopping and decorating and, yes, even attending extra worship services. In our busyness, do we
neglect to provide the proper welcome?

This seemingly terrible parable provides an opportunity to pause during Advent and consider the best ways in which to prepare for the arrival
of the Owner’s Son. Perhaps a large dose of repentance should be added to the “to do” list this year.

I wonder . . . do our preparations really provide the best welcome possible? I wonder . . . how prepared are we to be stewards of God’s
bounty? I wonder . . . how many times do we subvert God’s plan for the vineyard?

Note well: As we consider this parable, let us not allow the Jewish – Christian conflict of Matthew’s long-ago community shape our
understanding of this text. Jesus never condemns the whole Jewish people. Jesus himself was a Jew, albeit one who had some differences
with the religious leadership of his day.

PRAYER
Good and Gracious God, keep us mindful of our responsibilities as caretakers of your earthly vineyard. Guide our preparations during this
Advent season that we may truly be prepared to welcome your Son and greet our Savior, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTSEVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTSVISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTSSTAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!
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