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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 4, 2022

SCRIPTURE

PSALM 110

1 The Lord says to my lord,
“Sit at my right hand
until | make your enemies your footstool.”

2 The Lord sends out from Zion
your mighty scepter.
Rule in the midst of your foes.
3 Your people will offer themselves willingly
on the day you lead your forces
on the holy mountains.
From the womb of the morning,
like dew, your youth will come to you.
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4 The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind,
“You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”

5 The Lord is at your right hand;
he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath.
6 He will execute judgment among the nations,
filling them with corpses;
he will shatter heads
over the wide earth.
7 He will drink from the stream by the path;
therefore he will lift up his head.

DEVOTIONAL

The Rev. Carolyn Cranston ’99, Director of Alumnae/i and Church Relations

As | read this psalm several times, the words of “I Love to Tell the Story” by lan Eskelin keep ringing in my head. Beginning
with the words, “The Lord says to my lord,” God tells us the story of the Messiah, revealing Jesus the Christ to us. We find
the prophetic voice of Psalm 110, more than any other ancient Scripture, alluded to or quoted in the New Testament. Even
Jesus quotes this passage when he is discussing who the Messiah is with the Pharisees in Matthew 22:41-46. God’s
promises assure us that Jesus, the Messiah, is exalted and sits at God’s right hand. Christ will have the ultimate victory over
his enemies; all power and authority belong to him. He is a priest from the line of Melchizedek, a priest of peace, not
descended from Aaron. Jesus, the Messiah as priest, prays for us without ceasing. Regardless of the burden we are
carrying, the grace, love, and prayers of Jesus cover us. We are able to hold fast to our hope in the midst of any challenge to
our faith. What an amazing reality. As his people, we have a responsibility to willingly serve Jesus and proclaim the message
of the Gospel to everyone. As we prepare for Advent and the celebration of Jesus’ birth, let us remember that Christ will
come again. Make your heart ready.

PRAYER

Lord, thank you for the grace, love, and prayers that you pour over us, for you alone quench our hunger and thirst. By the
guidance of the Holy Spirit may we be faithful to your calling, living as true disciples of Jesus. It is in the name of Jesus we
pray. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate
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Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative
Minsitry (monthly), Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and
Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Phone: 412-362-5610
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