
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 4, 2021

SCRIPTURE
Matthew 22:15-22
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians,
saying, "Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you
do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?" 18 But Jesus, aware of
their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax." And they brought him a
denarius. 20 Then he said to them, "Whose head is this, and whose title?" 21 They answered, "The emperor's." Then he said to them, "Give
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's." 22 When they heard this, they were
amazed; and they left him and went away.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Beth Creekpaum ’10

For many who read this, we find ourselves reading from an American context. We have been given immense freedoms through our system
of government, but often as a Church we have had trouble distinguishing between faith in God and patriotism. Often when we talk about
missions, we worry about syncretism, the mixing of the Christian faith with local people’s beliefs, but the American church is far from immune
from the sin of its own patriotic syncretism.

In this story, the Pharisees are trying to set up a false dichotomy. They are trying to trick Jesus into renouncing the kingdom of Caesar to his
detriment. But Jesus knew what they were up to.  He also knew that although we are citizens of the Kingdom of God, we are also resident
aliens in the places we call home here and now.
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Jesus reminds us that we do owe things to our country. We do owe our respect. We do owe our money and resources. Maybe we owe our
vote or our public service. But our heart? Our ultimate allegiance? Nope. These belong to God and God alone. 

In this time of Advent, we remember not only that Jesus came, but that he will return. In the same way, we remember our earthly duty—but we
cannot ever forget that our allegiance belongs to the Kingdom of God. Advent is a time of preparation for the return of Christ, so it is a good
opportunity for self-examination. Does my heart belong to God alone? Is this reflected in the way I spend my time, my talent, and my
treasure? And at the same time, do I respect the authority of the government (even those I disagree with)?

Do I honor God with the way I submit to God’s lordship and earthly laws? 

PRAYER
Dear Jesus, may I always keep my eyes on you. May I receive my identity in the Kingdom of God. Where I need to remove allegiances or
add earthly duty, help me O God. Forgive me and lead me on this Advent path with the promise of your return that will set all things right.
Amen.
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Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTSEVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
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formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.
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Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTSSTAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also
one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
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