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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 4, 2018

SCRIPTURE

LUKE 20:9-18

9He began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, and leased it to tenants, and went to another country
for a long time. 10 When the season came, he sent a slave to the tenants in order that they might give him his share of the
produce of the vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 Next he sent another slave; that one
also they beat and insulted and sent away empty-handed. 12 And he sent still a third; this one also they wounded and threw
out. 13 Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall | do? | will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.” 14
But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among themselves and said, ‘This is the heir; let us kill him so that the
inheritance may be ours.” 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard
do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said,
“Heaven forbid!” 17 But he looked at them and said, “What then does this text mean: ‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’? 18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on
whom it falls.”

DEVOTIONAL

The Rev. Dr. Randy Bush, Senior Pastor, East Liberty Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. / Metro-Urban Institute
Advisory Council

When confronted by one of Jesus’ parables, a common tendency is to jump to explaining the metaphors contained in the text.
But what happens if you let the unsettling reality described in the parable simply unfold as described? The parable of the
vineyard appears in all three Synoptic gospels, usually after the cleansing of the temple scene. But before leaping to a
deeper message about the Passion of Christ, take a moment to consider this parable as a lesson in faith and morality.

It opens with a description of a contract between an owner and tenants—a contract that is unjustly broken when the rightful
compensation is refused to be paid. When a second attempt is made, this servant is insulted, thus breaking not only the
business arrangement but also a fundamental trust between the workers and the owner. When a third servant is sent, this
person is literally wounded and thrown out—a clear affront against common standards of human decency. Finally, when the
owner’s son is sent, the ungrateful vineyard leaseholders literally plot to kill and then act on their violent plans. Far beyond
seeing a broken contract, broken trust, and broken social values, now we are told about broken humanity itself through the
willingness to kill an innocent man for no just cause.

Bad thoughts and actions can escalate into terrible deeds of violence and pain. The slippery slope of unjust behavior is sadly
a pathway human beings choose out of fear, out of pride, and out of sin. If we truly seek to live into God’s righteousness and
Christ’s justice, we honor our contracts; we don'’t betray trusts; we respect common standards of human decency; we work to

repair the world, not add to its brokenness and pain. Christ’s “cornerstone” perspective truly is something upon which a
beloved community (or a righteously operated vineyard) can be established to the glory of God.

PRAYER

Open our eyes, living God, to the ways we distance ourselves from you and denigrate your understanding of covenant, trust,
and righteousness. Shine with your Advent light into our places of darkness so that owners and workers alike may dwell in
mutual peace and lasting justice. In Christ’'s name we pray. Amen.
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The Rev. Dr. Randy Bush, Senior Pastor, East Liberty Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. / Metro-Urban Institute Advisory Council

When confronted by one of Jesus’ parables, a common tendency is to jump to explaining the metaphors contained in the text. But what
happens if you let the unsettling reality described in the parable simply unfold as described? The parable of the vineyard appears in all three
Synoptic gospels, usually after the cleansing of the temple scene. But before leaping to a deeper message about the Passion of Christ, take
a moment to consider this parable as a lesson in faith and morality.

It opens with a description of a contract between an owner and tenants—a contract that is unjustly broken when the rightful compensation is
refused to be paid. When a second attempt is made, this servant is insulted, thus breaking not only the business arrangement but also a
fundamental trust between the workers and the owner. When a third servant is sent, this person is literally wounded and thrown out—a clear
affront against common standards of human decency. Finally, when the owner’s son is sent, the ungrateful vineyard leaseholders literally plot
to kill and then act on their violent plans. Far beyond seeing a broken contract, broken trust, and broken social values, now we are told about
broken humanity itself through the willingness to kill an innocent man for no just cause.

Bad thoughts and actions can escalate into terrible deeds of violence and pain. The slippery slope of unjust behavior is sadly a pathway
human beings choose out of fear, out of pride, and out of sin. If we truly seek to live into God’s righteousness and Christ’s justice, we honor
our contracts; we don’t betray trusts; we respect common standards of human decency; we work to repair the world, not add to its

brokenness and pain. Christ's “cornerstone” perspective truly is something upon which a beloved community (or a righteously operated
vineyard) can be established to the glory of God.

PRAYER

Open our eyes, living God, to the ways we distance ourselves from you and denigrate your understanding of covenant, trust, and
righteousness. Shine with your Advent light into our places of darkness so that owners and workers alike may dwell in mutual peace and
lasting justice. In Christ's name we pray. Amen.
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FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary’s newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!
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