
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 3, 2023
SCRIPTURE

1 THESSALONIANS 5:1–11

1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. 2 For
you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, "There is peace
and security," then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be
no escape! 4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So then let us not fall asleep as others do but let us keep
awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For
God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.
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DEVOTION
Angela Dienhart Hancock, Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty and Howard C. Scharfe
Associate Professor of Homiletics

Why do people say things that don’t need to be said?

It’s a good question to ask when reading this passage from one of Paul’s letters to the church in Thessalonica. Paul claims
his readers don’t need to hear what he has to say, but he says it anyway.

On the surface, Paul’s message is simple: there are good alert day people (his readers) and bad clueless night people
(others). But that binary disintegrates if you read the text closely. Why does Paul need to tell us to be sober and alert if we
already are? Why tell us to put on the equipment of faith, hope, and love if we are already wearing it? We are children of
light, sure, sometimes, but not all the time, it seems. It’s not just the day of the Lord that will come like a thief in the night,
perhaps. Maybe doubt and fear sneak up on all of us some of the time. Paul doesn’t come right out and say it, but he knows.
It slips out in verse 10: Christ died for us, even when we are among the sleepers. Because we are both awake and asleep, in
brightness and in shadow, we need encouragement, building up, and reminding from time to time.

We are going to hear and say and sing many things at Advent that we already know. “God is on the way,” we sing, “bringing
this world to a good end.” We know this. But the night pulls on all of us, in spite of what we know.

I don’t know whether you are brimming with faith, hope, and love today or lulled into shadow, but either way, God has got
you. It doesn’t need to be said, except when it does.

PRAYER
God of the alert and the drowsy, we thank you for the ways you remind us that you are bringing the world to a good end.
When we are alert and brimming with hope, empower us to build up the weary. On days when hopelessness blurs our
memory, may we be carried by the encouragement of others. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.
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EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute, and World Mission Initiative.
Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
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