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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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SCRIPTURE

JOHN 19:38-42

38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear of the
Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body.
39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a
hundred pounds. 40 They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial
custom of the Jews. 41 Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new
tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42 And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was
nearby, they laid Jesus there.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Dr. Cynthia L. Parker 10

My husband was diagnosed with non-Hodgkins lymphoma when he was 29 years old. We had two beautiful daughters who
were 5 and 3 and we’d just found out we were expecting our third child when the surgeon delivered the news. I'm sure the
shock was evident on both our faces. Who expects to receive a diagnosis of cancer in their twenties? 'm embarrassed to
admit that the first thought that came into my mind was a selfish one, “How would | take care of three kids if he died?” | threw
myself into caring for my daughters, afraid to get too close to my husband, afraid of what the chemo might do to our unborn
child, afraid of being a single parent, afraid of losing him. Fear makes us do crazy things, doesn't it?

Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus were afraid too. They were afraid of losing their positions of power, they were afraid of
what people would say, they were afraid of what happens to people who follow Jesus. Fear makes us do crazy things,
doesn'’t it?

But they show up-in spite of their fear. They show up and they care for Jesus’ body and prepare him for burial with an
abundance of spices-75 pounds worth-enough to bury 75 bodies! And we are the witnesses of the extravagant love that
always seems to accompany Jesus. Abundance that fear cannot overcome. Abundance that even death cannot diminish!
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea’s actions remind us that as beloved children of God, we are loved abundantly, in spite
of our fear- even because of our fear.

My husband survived eight months of chemo, took a break from his treatment to be by my side when our third daughter was
born, and finished with two more months of radiation treatments. He is still cancer free.

When | look back at that challenging, demanding, exhausting period of our lives, | realize we not only survived, we thrived-
because of the abundance of God’s love that we experienced through the love of our family, our friends, our children-even in
the midst of our fears.

PRAYER

Abundant God, thank you for all the ways we experience your extravagant love. Help us to remember, in spite of our fears, or
because of them, you love us with an everlasting love. And all God’s beloved children said, AMEN!
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