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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!

https://www.pts.edu/Master-s-Degrees
https://www.pts.edu/doctor-of-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/Non-Degree_Students
https://www.pts.edu/CPandR
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-missional-leadership
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-theological-studies
https://www.pts.edu/urban-certificate
https://www.pts.edu/SFC-Certificate-Program
https://www.pts.edu/Church_Planting_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/continuing-education
https://www.pts.edu/Museum
https://www.pts.edu/syi
https://www.pts.edu/metrourban
https://www.pts.edu/World_Mission_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/Zeitah_Excavations
https://www.pts.edu/Faculty
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/email


LENTEN DEVOTIONAL APRIL 1, 2021
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 17:1-26
1 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so
that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have
given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with
the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything
you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are
mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12 While I was
with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the
one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated
them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to take them out of
the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16 They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the
world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the
world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 20 I ask not only on behalf of
these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are
in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you
have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become
completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24
Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have
given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I
know you; and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the
love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Leland Platt ’02

“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be
one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me”
(vv. 20-21). Jesus’ prayer in John 17 expresses Jesus’ care, love, and compassion not only for his current disciples but also
for all who will believe in him.

Other than Jesus, few creatures can express compassion as well as dogs can. And dogs have played an important role in my
ministry. Because dogs express compassion so well, I have used several of them as therapy dogs in homes, nursing homes,
and hospitals to visit members of my congregation. Case in point: Russ and Shirley had been married for more than 40 years
and were incredibly close. Shirley was hospitalized with an unknown medical condition. Russ was terribly worried. The next
morning he showed up at my front door in tears. “I don’t know what I will do without her,” he sobbed. I invited him in. He sat
sobbing away in a desk chair as I fixed him some coffee. Purves, my Golden Retriever, immediately came to Russ, placed his
paws on the chair, stood on his hind legs, then placed a paw on each of Russ’s shoulders and, with deep compassion,
looked Russ in the eye. Russ stopped crying as he looked into Purves’s eyes, laughed, and said, “I needed that.” No
pastoral words of mine were needed.

While watching a five-year-old boy play with a large yellow Labrador Retriever, Luther Seminary professor Andrew Root
observed: “This boy was experiencing the [message] we long for most as humans . . . You are loved. You are mine. You are
beautifully and wonderfully made” (The Grace of Dogs [2017], p. 76). I know that’s what Russ experienced as Purves looked
into his eyes.

PRAYER
God of all grace, love, and compassion, we thank you for your enduring presence among us as you remind us so often, and
in unexpected ways, that we are loved and cared for. You make it easy to say with the psalmist, “Light, space, zest—that’s
God! So, with God on my side I’m fearless, afraid of no one and nothing” (Ps. 27:1, The Message). Amen.
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