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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL APRIL 1, 2018
SCRIPTURE

JOHN 1:1-18

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him
was life,” and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.* 10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. 11 He came to what was his own,* and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son,* full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom | said, “He who
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.”’) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen
God. It is God the only Son,* who is close to the Father’s heart,* who has made him known.

DEVOTIONAL
Written by the Rev. Dr. Christine Chakoian, PTS Vice President for Seminary Advancement

The light shining in the darkness. Usually we link this image from John with Christmas, when the winter solstice brings the
longest night, and we light our candles to testify to the inextinguishable light that is born in Jesus Christ.

Yet Holy Week reminds us that there is still more terrifying darkness on earth than the yearly limitation of the sun—the
darkness produced by the sin of humanity. Christ’'s death on the cross exposes that darkness, manifested by cynical political
powers, well-intended religious leaders, passive crowds, and frightened followers.

Christ’s crucifixion did not eradicate the darkness born of sin. We know it still. Yet this we also know: Christ’s resurrection
reveals that all the darkness in the world can never overcome the light. God’s will is stronger than the will of our flesh; God’s
grace is more enduring than our sin; and God’s true light will someday enlighten everyone. This is the promise of Easter.

PRAYER

Gracious God, we praise you that your light prevails; for no darkness can ever overcome it. Open our eyes today, and in this
season to come, that we might see signs of your light everywhere: in places of grace, in testimonies of truth, in acts of Godly
power, and in the glory of your risen Son. In his enduring name we pray. Amen.
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