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19 Again the Jews were divided because of these words. 20 Many of them were saying, “He has a demon and is out of his
mind. Why listen to him?” 21 Others were saying, “These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a demon open the
eyes of the blind?”

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple,
in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If
you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my
Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice.
I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my
hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The
Father and I are one.”

31 The Jews took up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus replied, “I have shown you many good works from the Father. For
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which of these are you going to stone me?” 33 The Jews answered, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you,
but for blasphemy, because you, though only a human being, are making yourself God.” 34 Jesus answered, “Is it not written
in your law, ‘I said, you are gods’?” 35 If those to whom the word of God came were called ‘gods’ — and the scripture cannot
be annulled — 36 can you say that the one whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world is blaspheming because I
said, ‘I am God's Son’? 37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me. 38 But if I do them, even though
you do not believe me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the
Father.” 39 Then they tried to arrest him again, but he escaped from their hands.

40 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing earlier, and he remained there. 41
Many came to him, and they were saying, “John performed no sign, but everything that John said about this man was
true.” 42 And many believed in him there.
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The Rev. Darryl Lockie ’17

“Look man, I don’t need your whole life story.” Do you ever feel like saying that to a particularly garrulous friend, coworker, or
family member? Maybe/hopefully you’re not as grumpy as I am and have never felt this way, but I know I sure have. One
might want to say the same to Jesus in today’s Gospel passage. At the temple Jesus is asked a simple, albeit loaded
question: “Are you the Messiah?” His response is almost 100 words long. The old axiom might apply: sometimes a simple
“yes” or “no” will suffice. After all, it was Jesus who once said, “Let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’” (Matt 5:37), though granted in a
slightly different context there.

Jesus’ gratuitous response encapsulates well what this season is about though. Lent is a time when we seek to more finely
tune our ears to the Good Shepherd’s voice. It’s where we consider more deeply, how closely, we ourselves are following
after that voice. Lent is a season when we might also rest in this present gospel truth: no matter what we are wrestling with,
demons that are personal or societal, the One who made us in his image has us firmly within his grasp. There is no darkness
nor evil that can indelibly mar that image or snatch us from God’s hand. That’s a good word for a world as broken as ours.
Hence, perhaps we might add a bit of correction to that axiom above. Sometimes a “yes” or “no” will simply not suffice.

PRAYERPRAYER
Dear God, thank you for Christ the teacher. He who so often answers our prayers and questions, not in the way we expect
but in the way we need. Give us then our daily bread; that which you determine is necessary for the journey ahead. In these
days, tune our ears to the voice of the Good Shepherd. Amen.
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World Mission Initiative

FACULTYFACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTSEVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTSVISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTSSTAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute, and World Mission Initiative.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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