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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 26, 2018

SCRIPTURE

2 CORINTHIANS 1:1-7

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the church of God that is in Corinth,
including all the saints throughout Achaia: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, 4 who
consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with
which we ourselves are consoled by God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our consolation
is abundant through Christ. 6 If we are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation; if we are being consoled, it is
for your consolation, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we are also suffering. 7 Our
hope for you is unshaken; for we know that as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our consolation.

DEVOTIONAL
Written by the Rev. Karen Rohrer, PTS Director of the Church Planting Initiative

The leaves are falling, falling as if from far up,
as if orchards were dying high in space.
Each leaf falls as if it were motioning “no.”

And tonight the heavy earth is falling
away from all other stars in the loneliness.

We're all falling. This hand here is falling.
And look at the other one. It’s in them all.

And yet there is Someone, whose hands
infinitely calm, holding up all this falling.

Rainer Maria Rilke

We know the reality of suffering. We know that pain is all too real, injustice all too prevalent, cruelty all too common in a
fallen and seemingly endlessly falling world. The wounds of affliction are deep and abiding. In the midst of Lent, we
acknowledge the reality of death and limitation, of pain and affliction. We sit with and lament the way that our world crushes
the vulnerable and exploits the weak. We admit and remember the reality of death—the ones we have lost, the ones we will
lose, even the life we will one day leave behind. We take time to recognize that those losses are real.

This passage in 2 Corinthians, in its repetitive, clunky style, bears witness to the fact that suffering, pain, and affliction are no
less real for those who follow Christ. We don’t live on a continuum between affliction and consolation as though hoping to
stay closer to the consolation side and avoid affliction by luck or divine favor. No, the world this spiraling text offers looks
more like concentric circles—when affliction is closing in, the truth beyond our affliction is the God who consoles, the God
who holds us up beyond all falling.

PRAYER

God of all things, uphold us as we recognize all the ways we and those we love are afflicted. Console us amid the pain we
cannot move through on our own. Dwell within us and grant us strength, stand guard with your gentleness on every side of
us. Make us brave and make us kind as we walk through your hurting, beloved world. Amen.
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endlessly falling world. The wounds of affliction are deep and abiding. In the midst of Lent, we acknowledge the reality of death and
limitation, of pain and affliction. We sit with and lament the way that our world crushes the vulnerable and exploits the weak. We admit and
remember the reality of death—the ones we have lost, the ones we will lose, even the life we will one day leave behind. We take time to
recognize that those losses are real.

This passage in 2 Corinthians, in its repetitive, clunky style, bears witness to the fact that suffering, pain, and affliction are no less real for
those who follow Christ. We don’t live on a continuum between affliction and consolation as though hoping to stay closer to the consolation
side and avoid affliction by luck or divine favor. No, the world this spiraling text offers looks more like concentric circles—when affliction is
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PRAYER

God of all things, uphold us as we recognize all the ways we and those we love are afflicted. Console us amid the pain we cannot move
through on our own. Dwell within us and grant us strength, stand guard with your gentleness on every side of us. Make us brave and make us
kind as we walk through your hurting, beloved world. Amen.
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Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their

topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Phone: 412-362-5610

FIND YOUR PROGRAM
REQUEST INFO

APPLY ONLINE

VISIT THE CAMPUS

News & EventsContactDirectionsEmployment Save Page As PDF

Privacy Policy
COVID-19
Accessibility
Anti-Discrimination

Title IX And Anti-Harassment



https://www.pts.edu/Church_Planting_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/continuing-education
https://www.pts.edu/Museum
https://www.pts.edu/syi
https://www.pts.edu/metrourban
https://www.pts.edu/World_Mission_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/Zeitah_Excavations
https://www.pts.edu/Faculty
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/email
https://www.facebook.com/PittsburghTheologicalSeminary
https://twitter.com/pghseminary
https://www.youtube.com/pghseminary
https://www.instagram.com/pittsburghseminary
https://www.linkedin.com/school/pittsburgh-theological-seminary
https://www.pts.edu/blog
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/News
https://www.pts.edu/contact-us
https://www.pts.edu/Pittsburgh-and-the-Region
https://www.pts.edu/employment-opportunities
https://www.pts.edu/Devotional03-26-18?pdf=true
https://www.pts.edu/privacy
https://www.pts.edu/coronavirus
https://www.pts.edu/accessibility
https://www.pts.edu/antidiscrimination
https://www.pts.edu/title-ix-and-antiharassment




	LENTEN DEVOTIONAL
	ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
	BECOME A STUDENT
	CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
	SPECIAL PROGRAMS
	FACULTY
	EVENTS
	VISIT PTS
	STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS


	LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 26, 2018
	SCRIPTURE
	2 CORINTHIANS 1:1-7

	DEVOTIONAL
	PRAYER

	LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 26, 2018
	SCRIPTURE
	2 Corinthians 1:1-7

	DEVOTIONAL
	PRAYER
	ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
	BECOME A STUDENT
	CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
	SPECIAL PROGRAMS
	FACULTY
	EVENTS
	VISIT PTS
	STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS



