
LENT DEVOTIONAL 
FIND YOUR PROGRAM  APPLY ONLINE  VISIT CAMPUS  REQUEST INFO

https://www.pts.edu/
https://www.pts.edu/Alums
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://mailserver.pts.edu/owa
http://my.pts.edu/
https://ptseminary.instructure.com/login/canvas
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info


ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENTEN DEVOTIONAL MARCH 21, 2021
SCRIPTURE

MARK 8:31-9:1
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief
priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me,
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.” 9:1 And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see that
the kingdom of God has come with power.”

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Dr. Kristin Beckstrom Widrich ’04

“And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.”

Leave it to Peter. Who but Peter would dare to rebuke Jesus? Brash, impulsive, thick-headed Peter. Peter, so quick to jump
out of the boat when he sees Jesus walking toward him on the water, and so quick to sink when he notices the wind. Peter,
so quick to draw his sword when the soldiers come to arrest Jesus, and so quick to deny that he even knows him when
Jesus stands trial. Peter, so quick to confess that Jesus is the Messiah, and so quick to rebuke him when Jesus explains
what that means. Oh, Peter. Rebuking Jesus? Did you really think that you knew better than he?

Of course, I see myself in Peter all the time. More often than I’d like to admit, I catch myself pulling Jesus aside, telling him
how it should be. After all, Jesus’ way – the way of the Cross – it’s not easy. Not for Jesus. Not for Peter. And not for me. I
would much prefer to focus on pleasing the crowd than to risk rejection. I would much prefer to alleviate the suffering of
others than to endure suffering myself. Like Peter, I set my mind on human things, even when (especially when?) Jesus calls
me to focus on the divine.

But this is the fifth Sunday in Lent. In one week, Holy Weeks begins, and we will journey with Jesus, once again, through his
suffering, Crucifixion, and death. Jesus has set his face toward Jerusalem, and so shall we.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, your way is not easy. I struggle to deny myself, to take up the cross, to follow you. I need your help and
intervention. Thank you for going before me, to show me the way. Thank you for sending your Spirit, to equip and empower.
Fix my eyes on you, today and always. Amen. 
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“And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.”

Leave it to Peter. Who but Peter would dare to rebuke Jesus? Brash, impulsive, thick-headed Peter. Peter, so quick to jump out of the boat
when he sees Jesus walking toward him on the water, and so quick to sink when he notices the wind. Peter, so quick to draw his sword
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After all, Jesus’ way – the way of the Cross – it’s not easy. Not for Jesus. Not for Peter. And not for me. I would much prefer to focus on
pleasing the crowd than to risk rejection. I would much prefer to alleviate the suffering of others than to endure suffering myself. Like Peter, I
set my mind on human things, even when (especially when?) Jesus calls me to focus on the divine.

But this is the fifth Sunday in Lent. In one week, Holy Weeks begins, and we will journey with Jesus, once again, through his suffering,
Crucifixion, and death. Jesus has set his face toward Jerusalem, and so shall we.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, your way is not easy. I struggle to deny myself, to take up the cross, to follow you. I need your help and intervention. Thank you for
going before me, to show me the way. Thank you for sending your Spirit, to equip and empower. Fix my eyes on you, today and always.
Amen. 
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