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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 18, 2018
SCRIPTURE

EXODUS 3:16-4:12
16 “Go and assemble the elders of Israel, and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, of
Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying: I have given heed to you and to what has been done to you in Egypt. 17 I
declare that I will bring you up out of the misery of Egypt, to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land flowing with milk and honey.’ 18 They will listen to your voice; and you and
the elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; let us
now go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, so that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.’ 19 I know, however, that
the king of Egypt will not let you go unless compelled by a mighty hand. 20 So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with
all my wonders that I will perform in it; after that he will let you go. 21 I will bring this people into such favor with the Egyptians
that, when you go, you will not go empty-handed; 22 each woman shall ask her neighbor and any woman living in the
neighbor’s house for jewelry of silver and of gold, and clothing, and you shall put them on your sons and on your daughters;
and so you shall plunder the Egyptians.” 1 Then Moses answered, “But suppose they do not believe me or listen to me, but
say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you.’” 2 The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” 3 And he
said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw the staff on the ground, and it became a snake; and Moses drew back from it. 4
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Reach out your hand, and seize it by the tail”—so he reached out his hand and grasped it,
and it became a staff in his hand—5 “so that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their ancestors, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 6 Again, the LORD said to him, “Put your hand
inside your cloak.” He put his hand into his cloak; and when he took it out, his hand was leprous, as white as snow. 7 Then
God said, “Put your hand back into your cloak”—so he put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was
restored like the rest of his body—8 “If they will not believe you or heed the first sign, they may believe the second sign. 9 If
they will not believe even these two signs or heed you, you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry
ground; and the water that you shall take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground.” 10 But Moses said to the
LORD, “O my Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor even now that you have spoken to your servant; but I
am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” 11 Then the LORD said to him, “Who gives speech to mortals? Who makes them
mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 12 Now go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you are to
speak.”

DEVOTIONAL
Written by Robin Sharp, PTS Senior M.Div. Student

Like so many of us do, Moses is trying to convince God that He has chosen the wrong person for the job. Moses sounds like
someone trying to worm his way out of a responsibility so he can just continue to enjoy the calm life he knows. First, in so
many words, he asks the Lord, “Why should anybody believe me?” The Lord responds with three tools to show His power in
Moses. None of them are delightful: a staff that becomes a snake, a hand that turns leprous, and water that changes to
blood when poured on the dry ground. Three signs showing the power of God, and still Moses argues. “I am not eloquent of
speech.”

How many tools has God given each one of us for responding to His call? How many times do we hesitate in answering that
call? How many times do we find excuses for answering “No” just to stay in our comfort zones?

PRAYER
Loving God, thank you for your persistence in pursuing us to be active parts of your ministry and for providing us with the
tools we need. The places to which you call us and the instruments you provide are not always ones we would choose, so
help us to recognize that you know best—and to answer “Yes.” Amen.

LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 18, 2018

SCRIPTURE
Exodus 3:16-4:12
16 “Go and assemble the elders of Israel, and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of
Jacob, has appeared to me, saying: I have given heed to you and to what has been done to you in Egypt. 17 I declare that I will bring you up
out of the misery of Egypt, to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land
flowing with milk and honey.’ 18 They will listen to your voice; and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him,

https://www.pts.edu/master-divinity


‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; let us now go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, so that we may sacrifice to the
LORD our God.’ 19 I know, however, that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless compelled by a mighty hand. 20 So I will stretch out my
hand and strike Egypt with all my wonders that I will perform in it; after that he will let you go. 21 I will bring this people into such favor with the
Egyptians that, when you go, you will not go empty-handed; 22 each woman shall ask her neighbor and any woman living in the neighbor’s
house for jewelry of silver and of gold, and clothing, and you shall put them on your sons and on your daughters; and so you shall plunder the
Egyptians.” 1 Then Moses answered, “But suppose they do not believe me or listen to me, but say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you.’” 2 The
LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” 3 And he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw the staff on the
ground, and it became a snake; and Moses drew back from it. 4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Reach out your hand, and seize it by the
tail”—so he reached out his hand and grasped it, and it became a staff in his hand—5 “so that they may believe that the LORD, the God of
their ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 6 Again, the LORD said to him, “Put
your hand inside your cloak.” He put his hand into his cloak; and when he took it out, his hand was leprous, as white as snow. 7 Then God
said, “Put your hand back into your cloak”—so he put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored like the rest of his
body—8 “If they will not believe you or heed the first sign, they may believe the second sign. 9 If they will not believe even these two signs or
heed you, you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground; and the water that you shall take from the Nile will become
blood on the dry ground.” 10 But Moses said to the LORD, “O my Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor even now that you
have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” 11 Then the LORD said to him, “Who gives speech to mortals?
Who makes them mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 12 Now go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you are to
speak.”

DEVOTIONAL
Written by Robin Sharp, PTS Senior M.Div. Student

Like so many of us do, Moses is trying to convince God that He has chosen the wrong person for the job. Moses sounds like someone trying
to worm his way out of a responsibility so he can just continue to enjoy the calm life he knows. First, in so many words, he asks the Lord,
“Why should anybody believe me?” The Lord responds with three tools to show His power in Moses. None of them are delightful: a staff that
becomes a snake, a hand that turns leprous, and water that changes to blood when poured on the dry ground. Three signs showing the
power of God, and still Moses argues. “I am not eloquent of speech.”

How many tools has God given each one of us for responding to His call? How many times do we hesitate in answering that call? How many
times do we find excuses for answering “No” just to stay in our comfort zones?

PRAYER
Loving God, thank you for your persistence in pursuing us to be active parts of your ministry and for providing us with the tools we need. The
places to which you call us and the instruments you provide are not always ones we would choose, so help us to recognize that you know
best—and to answer “Yes.” Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

https://www.pts.edu/master-divinity
https://www.pts.edu/Master-s-Degrees
https://www.pts.edu/doctor-of-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/Non-Degree_Students
https://www.pts.edu/CPandR
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-missional-leadership
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-theological-studies
https://www.pts.edu/urban-certificate
https://www.pts.edu/SFC-Certificate-Program
https://www.pts.edu/Church_Planting_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/continuing-education


Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Phone: 412-362-5610

               

FIND YOUR PROGRAM

REQUEST INFO

APPLY ONLINE

VISIT THE CAMPUS

News & EventsContactDirectionsEmployment Save Page As PDF

Privacy Policy

COVID-19

Accessibility

Anti-Discrimination

Title IX And Anti-Harassment

https://www.pts.edu/Museum
https://www.pts.edu/syi
https://www.pts.edu/metrourban
https://www.pts.edu/World_Mission_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/Zeitah_Excavations
https://www.pts.edu/Faculty
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/email
https://www.facebook.com/PittsburghTheologicalSeminary
https://twitter.com/pghseminary
https://www.youtube.com/pghseminary
https://www.instagram.com/pittsburghseminary
https://www.linkedin.com/school/pittsburgh-theological-seminary
https://www.pts.edu/blog
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/News
https://www.pts.edu/contact-us
https://www.pts.edu/Pittsburgh-and-the-Region
https://www.pts.edu/employment-opportunities
https://www.pts.edu/Devotional03-18-18?pdf=true
https://www.pts.edu/privacy
https://www.pts.edu/coronavirus
https://www.pts.edu/accessibility
https://www.pts.edu/antidiscrimination
https://www.pts.edu/title-ix-and-antiharassment

	LENTEN DEVOTIONAL
	ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
	BECOME A STUDENT
	CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
	SPECIAL PROGRAMS
	FACULTY
	EVENTS
	VISIT PTS
	STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS


	LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 18, 2018
	SCRIPTURE
	EXODUS 3:16-4:12

	DEVOTIONAL
	PRAYER

	LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 18, 2018
	SCRIPTURE
	Exodus 3:16-4:12

	DEVOTIONAL
	PRAYER
	ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
	BECOME A STUDENT
	CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
	SPECIAL PROGRAMS
	FACULTY
	EVENTS
	VISIT PTS
	STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS



