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SCRIPTURE

MARK 8:27-9:1

27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, "Who do
people say that I am?" 28 And they answered him, "John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets."
29 He asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered him, "You are the Messiah." 30 And he sternly ordered
them not to tell anyone about him. 31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." 34 He
called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take
up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake,
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
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angels." 1 And he said to them, "Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see that the
kingdom of God has come with power."

DEVOTION
The Rev. Dr. Tom Hoeke ’03

One thing that troubles me about the decision to retire is my identity. I know my identities are as a husband, father,
grandfather, and son. However, my occupation is where I have spent a lot of time in the last 47, first in secular positions as
an information technology manager and then as a United Methodist pastor.

We often define people we meet based on what they do. One of the first questions asked is, "What do you do?" Something
similar was happening with the crowd around Jesus. People wanted to define him by what he did. Before this scene, Jesus
healed a blind man and a deaf person. For the second time, he multiplied loaves and fish to feed people. 

Then Jesus puts his disciples on the spot, "What about you? Who do you say that I am?" Jesus wants to know if his trusted
inner circle has a clue. 

Peter says that Jesus is the Messiah. Right answer! However, does he know what it means that Jesus is the Messiah?
Jesus doesn't think so and tells him, "You are not thinking God's thoughts, and you are thinking human thoughts." In other
words, you are not open to God's ways. 

Jesus is a different kind of Messiah than how Peter identifies him. Jesus is the Messiah who brings people back to God.
That required his suffering on the cross to take away sins and get all of humanity back into a right relationship with God. 

When you think about who Jesus is to you, think about God's purposes and God being in control, even amid hardships and
difficulties. Know that the weight Jesus bore on the cross was for you. Trust in his grace, power, and sustaining work in your
life. He is the one who can and does change our lives. 

Deep down, I know no matter which stage of life I am about to enter, I am always, first and foremost, a child of God. My
identity is in God.

What about you? Who do you say Jesus is?

PRAYER
Gracious and loving God, thank you for identifying us as your children. We realize nothing is more important than our
relationship with you through Christ. We admit that too often, we try to identify others and ourselves according to the world’s
ways. We pray that you constantly remind us that our identity is in you. In Christ we pray, Amen.
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Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute, and World Mission Initiative.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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