
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL MARCH 13, 2024

SCRIPTURE

MARK 8:11-26

11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, asking him for a sign from heaven, to test him. 12 And he sighed
deeply in his spirit and said, "Why does this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to this
generation." 13 And he left them, and getting into the boat again, he went across to the other side.

14 Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread; and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. 15 And he cautioned
them, saying, "Watch out - beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod." 16 They said to one another, "It is
because we have no bread." 17 And becoming aware of it, Jesus said to them, "Why are you talking about having no bread?
Do you still not perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18 Do you have eyes, and fail to see? Do you have
ears, and fail to hear? And do you not remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets
full of broken pieces did you collect?" They said to him, "Twelve." 20 "And the seven for the four thousand, how many
baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?" And they said to him, "Seven." 21 Then he said to them, "Do you not yet
understand?"
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22 They came to Bethsaida. Some people brought a blind man to him and begged him to touch him. 23 He took the blind
man by the hand and led him out of the village; and when he had put saliva on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked
him, "Can you see anything?" 24 And the man looked up and said, "I can see people, but they look like trees, walking." 25
Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he looked intently and his sight was restored, and he saw everything
clearly. 26 Then he sent him away to his home, saying, "Do not even go into the village."

DEVOTION
The Rev. Audra Krise ’10

“God, give me a sign . . .” How many of us have uttered those words with the hope that God would deliver a clear-cut sign,
so we knew exactly what to do next in our life? 

The truth is God is always speaking to us through our loved ones, the little voice in the back of our mind, and through
Scripture. And no matter what path we choose, the promise remains the same: God is with us. Through good and bad,
through poor decisions and the best ones, God remains at our side bringing us comfort, support, and love. 

Our walk this Lent is about recognizing where Jesus is in our life and the best way is through an avid prayer life and reading
the Bible. We don’t need to test Jesus and ask him to give us a sign; Jesus already gave us all we need in this life by giving
us eternal salvation. I know you want clear answers to the problems in your life, but that isn’t faith. That is not God’s
purpose. 

God gave us Jesus to cleanse us from our sins, from our temptations like asking for signs. Jesus sighed, deep in his soul
because he knew the Pharisees had a sign standing before them and they didn’t SEE. And as long as we keep trying to test
God and asking him to make the decisions for us, we won’t see either. 

The point of our existence is choice. God gave humanity free will. Choose whichever option speaks to your heart and God
will keep you going even if it’s a bumpy walk. We’re not always going to get it right, but that’s why Jesus’s life, death, and
resurrection is so important to our faith. Jesus makes the pathways straight and our destination is heaven.

Let go of asking God for the clear cut answers and instead embrace the unknown and enjoy the journey. 

PRAYER
Beautiful Savior, in our quest for certainty we forget only one thing is certain and that is our salvation through your sacrifice.
Cleanse us of our need for answers and may we find you in the unexpected simplicity of realizing you never leave us nor
forsake us. In Jesus’ precious name we pray, Amen. 
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Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Faith Forming Families Network, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute,
and World Mission Initiative. Alums, there's also one for you!
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