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SCRIPTURE

JOHN 7:1-13

1 After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He did not wish to go about in Judea because the Jews were looking for an opportunity to kill
him. 2 Now the Jewish festival of Booths was near. 3 So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea so that your disciples also
may see the works you are doing; 4 for no one who wants to be widely known acts in secret. If you do these things, show yourself to the
world.” 5 (For not even his brothers believed in him.) 6 Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always here. 7
The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify against it that its works are evil. 8 Go to the festival yourselves. I am not
going to this festival, for my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After saying this, he remained in Galilee.

10 But after his brothers had gone to the festival, then he also went, not publicly but as it were in secret. 11 The Jews were looking for
him at the festival and saying, “Where is he?” 12 And there was considerable complaining about him among the crowds. While some
were saying, “He is a good man,” others were saying, “No, he is deceiving the crowd.” 13 Yet no one would speak openly about him for
fear of the Jews.
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DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Kristen Renee Barner 97
Eleanor Roosevelt famously said: “What other people think of me is none of my business.”

Even Jesus can’t help himself. He is a tiny bit curious. Jesus is human, right? He’s got siblings who don’t quite believe in him and push
him to prove himself. He has no interest in going to a place where people want to kill him. He knows himself well enough to know when
it is and isn’t “his time”—except for that time his mom made him help the wedding host in Cana.

Imagine him standing there, after his brothers left for Judea, pacing around in the dust, muttering to himself, and finally deciding, “Fine.
I’ll go. But I’'m sneaking in. Thank you, God, that social media hasn’t been invented yet.”

He goes. He listens. He hears what people think of him and people only mutter because they are afraid of one another. His goal was to go
unnoticed.

Do yourself a favor and read where the story goes from there. God calls us. God is calling to us. Jesus tried to be stealth. We find
ourselves there. Doubted and pushed, threatened or praised, challenged or flattered. Dig deep this Lent and listen for the call of God.
Oftentimes, it is in these deep, dark, difficult, and dangerous places that we will be compelled to spring forth and be the very people we
are called to be. It’s possible. Pace around in the dust and mutter to yourself if it helps. (1 think it helps.)

PRAYER

O God, we try to go unnoticed, but you see us. You know us. Jesus says that our time is always here. Is it, God? If it is, and you say it
is, help us to know, to see, to be. As we pace in the dust and mutter to ourselves, let us hear you. Thanks. We need you more than ever.
Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically reflective
ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
Continuing Education

Faith Forming Families Network

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about
their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation,
spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.
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VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry, Continuing
Education, Faith Forming Families Network, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute, and World Mission
Initiative. Alums, there's also one for you!
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