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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 7, 2018

SCRIPTURE

1 CORINTHIANS 8:1-13

1 Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds
up. 2 Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3 but anyone who loves God is
known by him. 4 Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that
“there is no God but one.” 5 Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are
many gods and many lords—®6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 7 It is not everyone, however, who has this
knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to
an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do
not eat, and no better off if we do. 9 But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to
the weak. 10 For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their
conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11 So by your knowledge those weak
believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12 But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, | will never eat meat, so
that | may not cause one of them to fall.

DEVOTIONAL
Written by the Rev. Andy Greenhow, PTS Special Projects Manager

By this point in Lent, | have long given up any observances that have to do with food. 'm back enjoying a glass of beer,
eating meat, or chowing down on chocolate. A big part of my justification for doing so goes roughly along the lines of this
passage from 1 Corinthians. “I'm free in Christ, justified by faith! | don’t need to withhold the pleasure of this steak/wine/ice
cream! I'm not spiritually immature like those folks who have to give up food—this vegetarianism has served its purpose and |
get it now.”

Hey, at least | abandoned my integrity theologically . . . .

But maybe the best part of Lent is the sweet relief of not pretending we’re mature or advanced in the faith. It's an opportunity
to entertain the notion that maybe we are weaker than we thought, that we stumble more readily than we would like to admit.
There is freedom in saying, “I need help. | am not where | want to be.” And just like the believers living together as the early
church, so we, in observing Lent together, get to look out for one another.

I hope we feel free enough to get in touch with our own weakness and lack of knowledge this Lent and, in so doing, grow in
compassion for those around us, who are struggling along just like we are.

PRAYER

Loving God, thank you for the opportunity in this season to reflect on our weakness and to know more of your power made
perfect in weakness. Make us attentive to you and to one another. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 7, 2018

SCRIPTURE

1 Corinthians 8:1-13

1 Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2 Anyone
who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3 but anyone who loves God is known by him. 4 Hence, as to
the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5 Indeed, even though
there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6 yet for us there is one God, the
Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.
7 ltis not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food
they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off
if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9 But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the
weak. 10 For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be
encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11 So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are
destroyed. 12 But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13
Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, | will never eat meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.



DEVOTIONAL
Written by the Rev. Andy Greenhow, PTS Special Projects Manager

By this pointin Lent, | have long given up any observances that have to do with food. I'm back enjoying a glass of beer, eating meat, or
chowing down on chocolate. A big part of my justification for doing so goes roughly along the lines of this passage from 1 Corinthians. “I'm
free in Christ, justified by faith! | don't need to withhold the pleasure of this steak/wine/ice cream! I'm not spiritually immature like those folks
who have to give up food—this vegetarianism has served its purpose and | get it now.”

Hey, at least | abandoned my integrity theologically . . . .

But maybe the best part of Lent is the sweet relief of not pretending we’re mature or advanced in the faith. It's an opportunity to entertain the
notion that maybe we are weaker than we thought, that we stumble more readily than we would like to admit. There is freedom in saying, “|
need help. am not where [ want to be.” And just like the believers living together as the early church, so we, in observing Lent together, get to
look out for one another.

I hope we feel free enough to get in touch with our own weakness and lack of knowledge this Lent and, in so doing, grow in compassion for
those around us, who are struggling along just like we are.

PRAYER
Loving God, thank you for the opportunity in this season to reflect on our weakness and to know more of your power made perfectin
weakness. Make us attentive to you and to one another. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY


https://www.pts.edu/Master-s-Degrees
https://www.pts.edu/doctor-of-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/Non-Degree_Students
https://www.pts.edu/CPandR
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-missional-leadership
https://www.pts.edu/certificate-theological-studies
https://www.pts.edu/urban-certificate
https://www.pts.edu/SFC-Certificate-Program
https://www.pts.edu/Church_Planting_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/continuing-education
https://www.pts.edu/Museum
https://www.pts.edu/syi
https://www.pts.edu/metrourban
https://www.pts.edu/World_Mission_Initiative
https://www.pts.edu/Zeitah_Excavations

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for youl!
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