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SCRIPTURE

ENESIS 45:1-15

1 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, "Send everyone away
rom me." So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the
Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, "l am Joseph. Is my father still
alive?" But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers,
"Come closer to me." And they came closer. He said, "l am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do
not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For
the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor
harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it
as not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the
land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your
children and your children's children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 | will provide for you there -



https://www.pts.edu/
https://www.pts.edu/Alums
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://mailserver.pts.edu/owa
http://my.pts.edu/
https://ptseminary.instructure.com/login/canvas
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info

since there are five more years of famine to come - so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to
poverty.' 12 And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13 You
must tell my father how greatly | am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here." 14
Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his
brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

DEVOTION
Elizabeth Nicodemus 23

| can’t be the only one that reads this passage and the forgiveness that Joseph has for his brothers (who sold himinto
slavery!) and be left wondering how Joseph could possibly forgive them. They not only sold Joseph, but we are not told
whether they looked for Joseph in the years that followed; and they more than likely did not. Any one of us would probably
not welcome the one who wronged us into our lives again, at least not in the way that Joseph has. Joseph, however, not only
welcomes them in but shows them such great love and compassion. He grants them the solace to spend the rest of the
famine with him, in land that he will provide them. He has shown them unconditional love.

As we read this text during this Lenten season, may we realize that we have been forgiven despite all that we’ve done. Like
Joseph’s brothers, we have been blessed with unconditional love: the unconditional love that Christ's death provided and
continues to provide for all of us. This love knows no bounds and exceeds any and all expectations. Just like the love and
grace Joseph shows his brothers, we are shown this same love everyday as people of faith. We have been forgiven just like
Joseph’s brothers and are loved by a God who sees us and knows us and loves us no matter what. May we spend this
season in contemplation about the unconditional love that we have been given.

PRAYER

God of love, open our hearts and minds to the ways that you have loved us. Grant us the peace to know that we are not
defined by our past mistakes. Show us how we can love others despite the ways that we have been wronged. Allow us to
love others as we are loved. In your name, Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

ISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Faith Forming Families Network, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute,
and World Mission Initiative. Alums, there's also one for you!
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