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SCRIPTURE

MARK 5:1-20

1 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 2 And when he had stepped out of the boat,
immediately a man out of the tombs with an unclean spirit met him. 3 He lived among the tombs; and no one could restrain
him any more, even with a chain; 4 for he had often been restrained with shackles and chains, but the chains he wrenched
apart, and the shackles he broke in pieces; and no one had the strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs
and on the mountains he was always howling and bruising himself with stones. 6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he
ran and bowed down before him; 7 and he shouted at the top of his voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the
Most High God? | adjure you by God, do not torment me." 8 For he had said to him, "Come out of the man, you unclean
spirit!" 9 Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" He replied, "My name is Legion; for we are many." 10 He begged him
earnestly not to send them out of the country. 11 Now there on the hillside a great herd of swine was feeding; 12 and the
unclean spirits begged him, "Send us into the swine; let us enter them." 13 So he gave them permission. And the unclean
spirits came out and entered the swine; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the
sea, and were drowned in the sea.
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14 The swineherds ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then people came to see what it was that had happened.
15 They came to Jesus and saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had had the
legion; and they were afraid. 16 Those who had seen what had happened to the demoniac and to the swine reported it. 17
Then they began to beg Jesus to leave their neighborhood. 18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been
possessed by demons begged him that he might be with him. 19 But Jesus refused, and said to him, "Go home to your
friends, and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and what mercy he has shown you." 20 And he went away and
began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed.

DEVOTION
The Rev. Darryl Lockie ’17

To be frank, today's Gospel reading is bizarre. It's bizarre even by the Gospels’ standards, which is a rather high bar. Indeed,
if a friend told you this same story over a beer, you'd suggest he close his tab and go home. "You just wouldn't believe it,
man,” he tells you with a slight slur. “So we get right off the boat, right? Then this crazy guy comes up and starts screaming
at us. Oh, there was this hoard of pigs. Did | tell you about the pigs yet?” It's at this moment you half expect him to fall off his
barstool and pass out.

The central message of this passage is of course, the authority of Jesus, the power of God. But perhaps something not to be
lost here is the way God works in both the chaos and utter ridiculousness of life. If this is the messiah of the unexpected, we
might expect to find him in, well, the unexpected. He is to be found working not just among the staid and the stoic, but also
the eccentric and the idiosyncratic. We all likely know this, but this story is a good reminder.

Perhaps it gives us pause to actually say hello to the woman caught in spirited conversation with herself in the park. Or
maybe we reach out to the odd man at our church who owns a small herd of cats and has the odor to prove it. As opposed to
always trying to turn away from the bizarre, possibly we look for the divine in it. According to this story, Jesus works there.
Some thoughts to consider as we make our way through this strange and reflective season of Lent.

PRAYER

Dear Lord, this Lenten season, please give me fresh eyes to see your Spirit at work. Help me to see you bringing freedom
where there is oppression, and hope amidst desperation. God, life is so often messy and downright ridiculous. Yet, give me
wisdom to see you working through such circumstances, and also, conviction so | too might share your message of hope and
light. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A HYBRID STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry
Certificates

Non-Degree

PTS NEIGHBORHOOD COLLABORATIVE RESOURCE PROGRAMS

Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
Continuing Education

Faith Forming Families Network

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute


https://www.pts.edu/Master-s-Degrees
https://www.pts.edu/doctor-of-ministry
https://www.pts.edu/Certificate_Programs
https://www.pts.edu/Non-Degree_Students
https://www.pts.edu/Center_for_Adaptive_Innovative_Ministry
https://www.pts.edu/continuing-education
https://www.pts.edu/F3-Network
https://www.pts.edu/Museum
https://www.pts.edu/syi
https://www.pts.edu/metrourban

World Mission Initiative

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing

of upcoming events.

ISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute, and World Mission Initiative.
Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Phone: 412-362-5610

FIND YOUR PROGRAM
REQUEST INFO

APPLY ONLINE

VISIT THE CAMPUS

News & EventsContactDirectionsEmployment Save Page As PDF

Privacy Policy
COVID-19
Accessibility
Anti-Discrimination

Title IX And Anti-Harassment



https://www.pts.edu/WMI
https://www.pts.edu/Faculty
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/email
https://www.facebook.com/PittsburghTheologicalSeminary
https://twitter.com/pghseminary
https://www.youtube.com/pghseminary
https://www.instagram.com/pittsburghseminary
https://www.linkedin.com/school/pittsburgh-theological-seminary
https://www.pts.edu/blog
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/News
https://www.pts.edu/contact-us
https://www.pts.edu/Pittsburgh-and-the-Region
https://www.pts.edu/employment-opportunities
https://www.pts.edu/Devotional03-02-24?pdf=true
https://www.pts.edu/privacy
https://www.pts.edu/coronavirus
https://www.pts.edu/accessibility
https://www.pts.edu/antidiscrimination
https://www.pts.edu/title-ix-and-antiharassment

	LENT DEVOTIONAL
	LENTEN DEVOTIONAL MARCH 15, 2024
	SCRIPTURE
	MARK 5:1-20

	DEVOTION
	PRAYER

	ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
	BECOME A HYBRID STUDENT
	PTS NEIGHBORHOOD COLLABORATIVE RESOURCE PROGRAMS
	FACULTY
	EVENTS
	VISIT PTS
	STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS



