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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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SCRIPTURE

JOHN 4:43-54

43 When the two days were over, he went from that place to Galilee 44 (for Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no
honor in the prophet’s own country). 45 When he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, since they had seen all that
he had done in Jerusalem at the festival; for they too had gone to the festival. 46 Then he came again to Cana in Galilee
where he had changed the water into wine. Now there was a royal official whose son lay ill in Capernaum. 47 When he
heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went and begged him to come down and heal his son, for he was at
the point of death. 48 Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.” 49 The official said
to him, “Sir, come down before my little boy dies.” 50 Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word
that Jesus spoke to him and started on his way. 51 As he was going down, his slaves met him and told him that his child was
alive. 52 So he asked them the hour when he began to recover, and they said to him, “Yesterday at one in the afternoon the
fever left him.” 53 The father realized that this was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he himself
believed, along with his whole household. 54 Now this was the second sign that Jesus did after coming from Judea to
Galilee.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Brian Lays '15

In many of the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ healings, Jesus heals face to face, taking the hand of a sick girl, or telling a
paralytic to pick up his mat and walk. But our passage today is different. Jesus assures the royal official, whom he meets in
Cana, that his sick son, who is in Capernaum, “will live.” Although the official wants Jesus to come with him to Capernaum
and heal his son in person, Jesus doesn'’t offer to take the detour. Instead, he offers a word of promise, and the official is left
to “walk by faith and not by sight” and journey home alone. The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started
on his way. Upon returning to Capernaum, the official discovers that, sure enough, his son was healed the previous day right
when Jesus proclaimed it would be so.

The life of faith is often lived in the interim between promise and fulfillment. When we see God’s promises fulfilled, we
celebrate and give thanks, as we should. Yet we don’t always reflect on how long we waited to see the promise fulfilled. And
when we are in the midst of waiting on a promise, we don'’t always reflect on the times we’ve seen God fulfill other promises.
There’s no escaping it: faith is a waiting game. The good news is that many who have gone before us have “started on their
way” trusting that God’s word would be fulfilled. May we join that great cloud of witnesses this day—and continue on our way
with the hope that God is faithful still.

PRAYER

Faithful God, we give you thanks that your word does not return to you empty. Give us patience and faith to wait upon you,
trusting that your promises are sure, even when the best is yet to come. We pray in Christ's name, Amen.
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formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary’s newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!
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