
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL 
FIND YOUR PROGRAM  APPLY ONLINE  VISIT CAMPUS  REQUEST INFO

https://www.pts.edu/
https://www.pts.edu/Alums
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://mailserver.pts.edu/owa
http://my.pts.edu/
https://ptseminary.instructure.com/login/canvas
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info


ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 1, 2018
SCRIPTURE

GENESIS 42:29-38
29 When they came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan, they told him all that had happened to them, saying, 30 “The
man, the lord of the land, spoke harshly to us, and charged us with spying on the land. 31 But we said to him, ‘We are
honest men, we are not spies. 32 We are twelve brothers, sons of our father; one is no more, and the youngest is now with
our father in the land of Canaan.’ 33 Then the man, the lord of the land, said to us, ‘By this I shall know that you are honest
men: leave one of your brothers with me, take grain for the famine of your households, and go your way. 34 Bring your
youngest brother to me, and I shall know that you are not spies but honest men. Then I will release your brother to you, and
you may trade in the land.’” 35 As they were emptying their sacks, there in each one’s sack was his bag of money. When
they and their father saw their bundles of money, they were dismayed. 36 And their father Jacob said to them, “I am the one
you have bereaved of children: Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and now you would take Benjamin. All this has
happened to me!” 37 Then Reuben said to his father, “You may kill my two sons if I do not bring him back to you. Put him in
my hands, and I will bring him back to you.” 38 But he said, “My son shall not go down with you, for his brother is dead, and
he alone is left. If harm should come to him on the journey that you are to make, you would bring down my gray hairs with
sorrow to Sheol.”

DEVOTIONAL
Written by the Rev. Walt Pietschmann ’90, Pastor, Bethesda and Olivet Presbyterian Churches, Elizabeth, Pa. /
Field Education Supervisor

The long story between Joseph and his brothers is one that is full of jealousy, hatred, and backstabbing, but also one that is
ultimately about forgiveness and redemption. In this section of the story, Joseph has given his brothers food to return to
Canaan and has requested that the youngest brother, Benjamin, be brought back to Egypt when the brothers return. Even
though the brothers brought money to pay for the food, Joseph has secretly given it back to them. Upon returning to Canaan
the brothers tell their father, Jacob, all that has happened. Jacob is beside himself with grief. He doesn’t want to let go of
Benjamin and thinks he’s already lost Joseph and perhaps now Simeon, who has been bound and held for ransom in Egypt.

There is an old saying that “blood is thicker than water,” meaning that relationships and loyalties within a family are the
strongest and most important ones. Since the beginning of time, however, those ties have served as some of our most
difficult and toxic relationships as well. During this Lenten season, perhaps we need to examine our closest relationships and
see how we can turn any difficulty we might have with a brother or sister, mother or father, son or daughter, into a more
nourishing relationship. With hope and expectation, we can perhaps allow God to make all things new by turning jealousy
and hatred into forgiveness and redemption.

PRAYER
Redemptive God, my relationship with (friend or relative) hasn’t always been a reflection of Your love for me. Fill my heart
with a new spirit of grace and allow opportunities for us to heal our relationship. Forgive me any arrogance or contempt and
replace it with hope and joy. Amen.
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topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
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